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scheduling public hearing
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I. statement  

1. On July 8, 2009, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 467.  Atmos stated a principal purpose of this filing is to increase base rate revenues by $3,933,659.  The proposed change in rates will be made through an adjustment to the rates listed on the Company's general rate schedules including facilities charge, commodity charge, service order fees, and transportation service fees.  This will affect residential, commercial, public authority, industrial, irrigation, and transportation customers. 
2. The Company also proposes to implement revisions to its natural gas service tariff.  These changes include, but are not limited to, establishing a Customer Rate Stabilization program, implementing statewide gas rates, recovering costs incurred in providing Advanced Metering Infrastructure to its customers, collecting a greater percentage of fixed costs through the monthly facilities charge, and instituting a low-income rate affordability program.
3. It is appropriate that a public hearing be set to receive comments from members of the public regarding the suspended advice letter.  The ALJ finds that a public hearing should be held.    
4. As widely publicized, the State is facing severe budgetary shortfalls.  Balancing fiscal constraints with the need to consider comments of those affected, two hearing locations will be established for acceptance of oral comments in the rate areas with the highest proposed percentage rate increase.  
5. In addition to the hearings referenced above, anyone unable to attend, or not wishing to attend, is also invited to send comments electronically to pucconsumer.complaint@dora.state.co.us, through the Commission’s website at http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/consumer/ConsumerComment.htm, or by mailing them addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.
6. Parties to this proceeding shall have their concerns raised during the evidentiary hearings.  The public comment hearings are intended for those affected members of the public who are not parties to the proceeding.  Therefore, all parties will be precluded from making statements at a public comment hearing.
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Two hearings to accept public comments shall be conducted as follows:

DATE:

September 10, 2009
TIME:

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Buena Vista Public Library
Meeting Room
131 Linderman Avenue
Buena Vista, CO 81211
and

DATE:

September 15, 2009

TIME:

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Weld County Centennial Center
 1st Floor Hearing Room
915 10th Street 
Greeley, CO 80632 
2. If a person does not wish to attend the public hearing, but wishes to file comments, the person may send comments electronically to pucconsumer.complaint@dora.state.co.us, through the Commission’s website at http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/consumer/ConsumerComment.htm, or by mailing them addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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