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I. STATEMENT

1. On July 8, 2009, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 467.  Atmos stated a principal purpose of this filing is to increase base rate revenues by $3,933,659.  The proposed change in rates will be made through an adjustment to the rates listed on the Company's general rate schedules including facilities charge, commodity charge, service order fees, and transportation service fees.  This will affect residential, commercial, public authority, industrial, irrigation, and transportation customers. 
2. The Company also proposes to implement revisions to its natural gas service tariff.  These changes include, but are not limited to, establishing a Customer Rate Stabilization program, implementing statewide gas rates, recovering costs incurred in providing Advanced Metering Infrastructure to its customers, collecting a greater percentage of fixed costs through the monthly facilities charge, and instituting a low-income rate affordability program.
3. By Decision No. C09-0823, the Commission suspended the proposed August 12, 2009 effective date of the tariff at issue; scheduled a hearing in the matter to be heard by an administrative law judge (ALJ) for the Commission on December 7 through 11, 2009; and established a 30-day intervention period.

4. Due to a scheduling conflict of the ALJ assigned, the scheduled hearing must be rescheduled.  

5. In light of existing constraints and scheduling availability of Commission facilities as well as the ALJ, the undersigned ALJ will establish a procedural schedule, rather than conducting a prehearing conference at this time. The procedural schedule ordered below shall govern this proceeding.

6. Atmos proposes the use of a rate stabilization mechanism in place of traditional rate cases as a method of calculating customer rates, and also proposes to rebalance the fixed and variable elements of distribution charges.  In connection therewith, the Commission invites the parties to develop a record comparing a decoupling mechanism to the Atmos proposals, along with the utility incentives that result from the various options.

7. All parties are advised that this proceeding is governed by the Rules of Practice and Procedure found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, Part 1.  The ALJ expects the parties to comply with these rules.  The rules are available on the Commission’s website (www.dora.state.co.us/puc) and in hard copy from the Commission.  

8. Each party is specifically reminded that all filings with the Commission must also be served upon all other parties in accordance with Rule 1205 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing scheduled to be heard in this matter December 7 through 11, 2009 is vacated.

2. The following procedural schedule will be adopted for this proceeding:

Event
Date
Answer Testimony & Exhibits
October 1, 2009 

Rebuttal/ Cross-Answer Testimony & 
Exhibits
October 20, 2009

3. Response time to written discovery issued on or after the filing of answer testimony shall be shortened to five business days.  

4. In all other respects, discovery shall be governed by the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

5. A hearing is scheduled in this docket as follows:

DATES:
November 6, 9, 10, 12, and 13, 2009

TIME:
9:00 a.m. (each day)

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado  

Each party shall file with the Commission an electronic copy of its testimony and exhibits on a 3.5” floppy disk or CD ROM in both the underlying executable electronic format 

6. and Adobe PDF format.
  Any stipulations or settlement agreements, along with any associated testimony or exhibits, shall also be filed electronically.  Testimony and exhibits may be submitted through the Commission’s E-Filing system in the underlying executable electronic format in lieu of this requirement.

7. This Order is effective immediately.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� For purposes of this Order, executable electronic filings shall be made in the document’s underlying file format (Excel, Word, or WordPerfect, for example).  All spreadsheets should have the various cell formula or links left intact; i.e., cell formulas should not be converted to values.  To the extent exhibits cannot be provided in an executable electronic format, a listing of such exhibits should be provided identifying those that cannot be so provided.   In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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