Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R09-0579-I
Docket No. 08I-227E

R09-0579-IDecision No. R09-0579-I incorrectly referred to C09-0579-I 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

08I-227EDOCKET NO. 08I-227E
IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION OF ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION ISSUES AND THE OPENING OF AN INVESTIGATORY DOCKET.
INTERIM ORDER OF
HEARING COMMISSIONER
JAMES K. TARPEY
CONCERNING JUNE 22, 2009 WORKSHOP
Mailed Date:  June 1, 2009
I. BY THE COMMISSION:
A. Statement

1. By Decision No. C09-0245, mailed March 6, 2009, the Commission scheduled a series of pre-rulemaking workshops regarding specific transmission topics.  The purpose of the workshops was to allow all interested persons to discuss the Commission’s Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) process related to transmission and what improvements can be made; regional transmission planning; and other pertinent issues.  

2. In that Decision, the Commission also outlined the process for the four workshops and stated that, approximately three weeks prior to each workshop, the Hearing Commissioner will issue an order with attached draft rules or detailed talking points for the next workshop.  Interested persons will be asked to provide written comments on the draft rules or talking points approximately one week prior to the workshop date.  
3. During March 30, 2009 workshop, the Hearing Commissioner determined that the topics previously scheduled for workshop two (default levels of reasonableness with respect to issues such as EMF levels, corona noise levels, widths of rights-of-way, conductor configuration and transmission structures) would best be explored through written comments rather than during a workshop.  Therefore, during May 28, 2009 workshop (workshop two), the interested parties discussed the issues previously scheduled for June 22, 2009 workshop (workshop three).  

4. During May 28, 2009 workshop, the Hearing Commissioner announced that the topics previously scheduled for July 13, 2009 workshop (workshop four) will now be discussed during June 22, 2009.  The Hearing Commissioner therefore vacates the workshop previously scheduled for July 13, 2009.  
5. The following topics will be discussed during June 22, 2009 workshop, consistent with the discussion above:

Multi-state transmission projects; siting, permitting, cost allocation and cost recovery issues and the PUC’s authority (and constraints) with respect to such projects and issues; recent federal legislation (proposed or pending) addressing transmission; and pre-emption of the role of state commissions.
6. In addition, during this workshop, the following presentations may be made: 

a.
Representatives of Xcel Energy and Interwest Energy Alliance on CapX2020 project;

b.
Dr. David Hurlbut, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, on transmission planning in Texas;
c.
Jerry Vaninetti, Trans-Elect Development Company, on Western Renewable Energy Zones (WREZ);

d.
Robin Kittel, Public Service Company of Colorado, on summary of pending and proposed federal transmission legislation. 
7. The Hearing Commissioner does not pose specific questions to interested parties in preparation for workshop three.  However, the Hearing Commissioner requests that interested parties submit presentations, comments, and summaries for the June 22, 2009 workshop by June 15, 2009.  Interested persons are also asked to identify a representative who will participate in the workshop.  All presentations, comments, and summaries will be posted to the Commission’s website under Docket No. 08I-227E and will be available through the Commission’s e-filing system.  To aid in the posting of comments, all interested persons shall file a CD in addition to the required number of paper copies.
8. The workshop will be held as a roundtable discussion with an open exchange of ideas.  The pre-filed presentations, comments, and summaries, will facilitate the discussions.  

II. order:
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Interested persons shall submit presentations, comments, and summaries by June 15, 2009.  Interested persons shall identify a participant for the second workshop.  Interested persons shall file an original and seven copies of all comments as well as a CD for posting. 

2. The workshop previously scheduled for July 13, 2009 is vacated.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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