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I. statement

1. By Decision No. C09-0245, the Commission scheduled a series of pre-rulemaking workshops regarding specific transmission topics to be held over the next several months.  The workshops will allow all interested persons to discuss the Commission’s transmission Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) process and what improvements can be made; regional transmission planning; and other pertinent issues.  

2. In that Decision, the Commission also outlined the process for the four workshops and stated that, approximately three weeks prior to each workshop, the Hearing Commissioner will issue an order with attached draft rules or detailed talking points for the next workshop.  Interested persons will be asked to provide written comments on the draft rules or talking points approximately one week prior to the workshop date.  

3. The second workshop date and topic areas were described as follows:

May 18, 2009……..
Default levels of reasonableness (for fast-track purposes) with respect to issues such as EMF levels, corona noise levels, widths of rights-of-way, conductor configuration and transmission structures.
4. However, at the March 30, 2009 workshop, it was decided that the topics above could best be managed through written comment rather than at a workshop.  These written comments were due April 27, 2009.  See Decision No. R09-0390-I.  

5. The topics previously scheduled for workshop three, will now be discussed on May 18, 2009.  As stated in Decision No. C09-0245, these topics include:

Level of long-term transmission planning information necessary for PUC review; expectations regarding coordinated transmission planning review among interested parties and role for PUC Staff in such efforts; and procedures for PUC oversight of the planning process and whether that is accomplished as part of CPCN applications, in separate biennial (or other) transmission planning dockets, as part of the Electric Resource Planning process, or in an integrated resource planning docket – combining generation resource and transmission planning.

6. The Hearing Commissioner requested that participants file their input for additional topics to be discussed at the May 18, 2009 workshop.  Black Hills Corporation, Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Independent Energy Association all filed comments.  Those comments informed our topics for discussion.  For any comments filed, but not specifically reiterated in the attachment to this Decision, the participant may raise the issue and re-state his position for feedback from others. 

7. Attached to this Decision is a detailed document outlining the topics and questions to be addressed on May 18, 2009.  Interested persons are asked to provide written comments on the information and questions provided in this attachment by May 11, 2009.  Interested persons are also asked to identify a representative who will participate in the second workshop.  All comments will be posted to the Commission’s website under Docket No. 08I-227E and will be available through the Commission’s e-filing system.  To aid in the posting of comments, all interested persons shall file a CD in addition to the required number of paper copies. 

8. The workshop will be held as a roundtable discussion with an open exchange of ideas.  The pre-filed comments will facilitate the discussions.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Interested persons shall submit comments to the attached document by May 11, 2009.  Interested persons shall identify a participant for the second workshop.  Interested persons shall file an original and seven copies of all comments as well as a CD for posting. 
2. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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