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I. statement

1. On March 2, 2009 Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application for approval of a biogas contract with Microgy, Inc. under the expedited process provided by Rule 3655(c) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  The Commission previously granted a Motion for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period filed by Public Service and scheduled a prehearing conference for March 20, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  See Decision No. C08-0238, issued March 4, 2009.  
2. Pursuant to Decision No. C09-0320, issued march 27, 2009, the Commission deemed the application complete, granted and/or noted the interventions, establish an illustrative procedural schedule, and referred any issues not settled in the stipulation or deferred to another docket by the parties to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
3. Intervenors in this matter include Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Western Resource Advocates (WRA).

4. Public Service, Staff, and the OCC entered their respective appearances at the Commission’s prehearing conference.  In light of the fact that the intervenors did not oppose the proposed contract itself, the Commission inquired about the possibility of a stipulation on the proposed contract and a deferral of any remaining issues to another proceeding.  Public Service indicated that it preferred not to defer any issues to other dockets; however, it would be willing to waive the expedited process provided for in Rule 3655(c) on any remaining issues if these issues are resolved before the Company will file its 2010 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Docket on July 1, 2009.
5. According to Decision No. C09-0320, Public Service, Staff, and the OCC agreed to a tentative stipulation regarding the proposed contract and its prudence.  The parties agreed to reduce their stipulation to writing and to submit it to the Commission for approval by April 15, 2009.  The parties further agreed to discuss whether any of the remaining contested issues may be deferred to another docket.
  Public Service agreed to waive the deadline provided for in Rule 3655(c) on any issues not covered by the stipulation as long as the Commission rules on the issues covered by the stipulation within 60 days of the filing of the application, or May 1, 2009.
6. The parties agreed on the following illustrative schedule.  However, the Commission noted that this schedule may be modified at the discretion of the undersigned ALJ. Additionally, the Commission provided WRA with the opportunity to submit a motion to modify this schedule.
Stipulation on proposed contract






April 15, 2009
Answer testimony on issues not covered by the stipulation



April 24, 2009
Rebuttal and cross-answer testimony






May 8, 2009

Hearing









May 18, 2009
7. On April 22, 2009, Staff filed its Unopposed Motion for an Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony and Exhibits and Request for Waiver of Response Time.  Staff represents that because discovery it propounded upon Public Service is not due until Friday April 24, 2009, it would like an opportunity to review the responses prior to filing its answer testimony and exhibits, which, according to the illustrative schedule, are due the same day (April 24, 2009).  
8. Therefore, Staff requests a one business day extension of time until the close of business on Monday April 27, 2009 to file its answer testimony and exhibits.  Staff also requests the same extension of time for the OCC and WRA.  

9. Staff represents that no party objects to the motion and no party will be prejudiced, therefore a waiver of response time is appropriate.

10. The undersigned ALJ finds good cause to grant the relief Staff requests.  Therefore, the deadline to file answer testimony in this matter is extended from April 24, 2009 to April 27, 2009, as requested.  Since the Motion is unopposed, response time to the Motion is waived.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The April 22, 2009 Unopposed Motion of Commission Staff for Extension of time to File Answer Testimony and Exhibits and Request for Waiver of Response Time is granted.
2. The date to file answer testimony in this matter is extended to the close of business on April 27, 2009.

3. The extension of time to file answer testimony to April 27, 2009 is applicable to Commission Staff, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Western Resource Advocates.

4. The remainder of the procedural schedule in this matter remains as indicated in Paragraph No. 6 above.
5. Response time to the Motion is waived.
6. This Order is effective immediately.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
______________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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� These possible dockets are Docket Nos. 08R-424E (In the Matter of Proposed Amendments to the Rules of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission Relating to the Renewable Energy Standard), 08A-015E (In the Matter of the Application of Public Service Company of Colorado for the Establishment of an Innovative Clean Technology Program, for a Solar Demonstration Project at Cameo Station, and for Recovery of Program Costs), and 08A-532E (In the Matter of the Application of Public Service Company of Colorado for Approval of its 2009 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan).
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