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I. statement

1. The captioned application was filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern) on December 3, 2008.  It seeks Commission approval of Eastern’s proposed Gas Demand Side Management plan.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on December 12, 2008.

3. Timely interventions were filed in this matter by the Staff of the Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.

4. The Commission deemed these applications complete and referred them to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition on January 14, 2008.

5. Based on informal communications between the ALJ and counsel for the parties, the ALJ delayed establishing a procedural schedule in this matter on the basis of the parties’ representations that settlement of this case was likely.  However, the matter has yet to settle and, given the deadlines imposed by § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., it is now necessary to set a hearing date and establish a procedural schedule.

6. On March 30, 2009, counsel for the parties informally presented the ALJ with an agreed procedural schedule that will result in this case being “at issue” on June 2, 2009.  Subject to the conditions outlined below, the procedures/procedural schedule presented by the parties is acceptable to the ALJ and will be adopted by the order that follows.

7. Adoption of the procedures/procedural schedule presented by the parties is subject to the following conditions:  (a) the parties agree not to seek extensions of time to file exceptions to the recommended decision ultimately issued in this proceeding; (b) response time to any exceptions filed in this matter will be shortened to seven days; and (c) any desired statements of position will be submitted orally at the conclusion of the hearing of this case.
  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

June 2, 2009

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 

 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250 

 
Denver, Colorado

2. Eastern Colorado Utility Company shall file its direct testimony, in question and answer form, on or before April 20, 2009.

3. The Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file their answer testimony, in question and answer form, on or before May 11, 2009.

4. Eastern Colorado Utility Company shall file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer form, on or before May 22, 2009.

5. The Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file any desired cross-answer testimony, in question and answer form, on or before May 22, 2009.

6. Discovery shall be governed by Rule 1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405, except as follows: all discovery requests and responses shall be served electronically and responses to discovery shall be served within seven days of a request.

7. Response time to all motions shall be shortened to five days.

8. All discovery shall be completed on or before May 26, 2009.

9. All pre-hearing motions shall be filed on or before May 26, 2009.

10. Any desired post-hearing statements of position shall be submitted orally at the conclusion of the hearing.

11. No extensions of time will be granted in connection with the filing of any exceptions to the recommended decision ultimately issued in this proceeding.

12. Response time to any exceptions filed in this proceeding shall be shortened to seven days.    

13. All pleadings shall be served on all other parties electronically the same day they are filed with the Commission. 

14. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� All parties confirmed their agreement with these conditions in email communications provided to the ALJ on March 31, 2009. 
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