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I. statement  

1. On October 20, 2008, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Electric (Applicant), filed a Verified Application seeking approval of its 2009 Qualifying Retail Utility Compliance Plan (Application).  The filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) intervened of right.  Staff of the Commission (Staff) intervened of right.  OCC and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Applicant and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

3. By Minute Order dated December 3, 2008, the Commission assigned this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

4. By Minute Order dated December 3, 2008, the Commission deemed the Application complete as of December 5, 2008.  

5. By Decision No. R09-0015-I, the ALJ established a procedural schedule.  The procedural schedule was modified by Decisions No. R09-0093-I and No. R09-0120-I.  

6. On March 3, 2009, the Parties filed, in one document, a Settlement Agreement [Agreement] and Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement [Motion].  The Motion seeks an Order vacating the remainder of the procedural schedule and vacating the scheduled hearing dates of March 19 and 20, 2009 (Motion to Vacate) and a Decision approving the Agreement.  This Order will address only the Motion to Vacate.  The portion of the Motion seeking a Decision approving the Agreement will be taken under advisement.  

7. The Motion to Vacate states good cause as the Agreement, if approved by the Commission, will settle all issues in this case.  Because all Parties join in the Motion to Vacate, no party will be prejudiced if the Motion to Vacate is granted.  The ALJ will grant the Motion to Vacate and will vacate the remainder of the procedural schedule and will vacate the scheduled hearing dates.  

8. Given that all Parties are signatories to the Motion to Vacate, no party will be prejudiced if the response time to the Motion to Vacate is waived.  Response time to the Motion will be waived.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement, insofar as that motion seeks an Order vacating the remainder of the procedural schedule and vacating the scheduled hearing dates, is granted.  

2. The remainder of the procedural schedule established in Decision No. R09-0015-I is vacated.  

3. The hearing in this matter scheduled for March 19 and 20, 2009 is vacated.  

4. The Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement, insofar as that motion seeks a decision approving the Settlement Agreement, is taken under advisement.  

5. Response time to the Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement, insofar as that motion seeks an Order vacating the remainder of the procedural schedule and vacating the scheduled hearing dates, is waived.  

6. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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