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I. statement

1. The captioned application was filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) by ALEC, Inc. (ALEC) on October 6, 2008.  

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on October 7, 2008.

3. A timely intervention was filed in this matter by the Staff of the Commission (Staff).

4. The Commission deemed this application complete on November 20, 2008, and referred it to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition on that same date.

5. On January 26, 2009, ALEC filed a Motion for Waiver of Statutory Time Limits (Motion).  By this Motion ALEC advises the Commission of its desire for a full and indefinite waiver of the 210-day deadline imposed by § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., for the issuance of an administratively final decision in this case.  The Motion indicates that ALEC’s request is designed to facilitate settlement discussions with Staff.  Good grounds having been shown, the Motion will be granted.

6. In prior informal communications between the ALJ and legal counsel for the parties, ALEC’s counsel requested that attempts to establish a procedural schedule in this matter be suspended until at least February 28, 2009, in order to accommodate settlement discussions.  That request will be granted as a result of ALEC’s waiver of the statutory deadline discussed above.  However, the parties will be required to submit periodic reports advising the ALJ of the status of settlement discussions so that he will be in position to monitor this proceeding.  The first status report will be due on March 6, 2009, with successive reports due every 30 days thereafter until the matter is settled or otherwise resolved.   

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Waiver of Statutory Time Limits filed in this proceeding by ALEC, Inc. is granted.

2. The parties shall file a joint report advising the Administrative Law Judge of the status of settlement discussions pertaining to this proceeding on or before March 6, 2009.  Successive status reports shall be filed by the parties every 30 days thereafter until the matter is settled or otherwise resolved. 

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� The Motion was submitted by Mark I. Hayes, ALEC’s Senior Vice President.  Presumably, Mr. Hayes is not an attorney.  Since requests for waiver of the statutory deadlines imposed by § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., need not be submitted in pleading form, the Motion will be granted notwithstanding the fact that 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1201(a) requires a party in an adjudicatory proceeding before the Commission to be represented by an attorney unless the party is an individual appearing for the sole purpose of representing her/his own interests or for purposes of representing the interests of a closely-held entity pursuant to § 13-1-127, C.R.S.  The application filed in this docket indicates that ALEC is represented in this matter by the firm of Davis Wright Tremaine, LLP.  ALEC is advised that future pleadings filed in this matter by non-attorneys run the risk of being rejected as a result of this rule.                
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