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I. statement

1. The captioned applications were filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) by Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) on July 1, 2008.  They seek Commission approval of electric and gas meter sampling programs proposed by PSCo.

2. The Commission gave notice of Docket No. 08A-277E on July 1, 2008, and of Docket No. 08A-280G on July 2, 2008.

3. Timely interventions were filed in these matters by the Staff of the Commission.

4. The Commission deemed these applications complete on August 6, 2008, and referred them to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition on August 20, 2008.

5. On October 31, 2008 and January 16, 2009, the parties filed reports concerning the status of settlement negotiations conducted in these matters.  The Status Report filed on October 31, 2008, confirmed PSCo’s waiver of the 210-day deadline imposed by § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., for the issuance of administratively final decisions in these cases.

6. On January 23, 2009, the parties filed a pleading in each of the captioned dockets entitled “Joint Notice of Filing Proposed Procedural Schedule and Joint Motion to Consolidate Docket Numbers 08A-277E and 08A-280G.”.  By this pleading, the parties request that these matters be consolidated for hearing and that their stipulated procedures/procedural schedule governing these cases be adopted.

7. In support of their request for consolidation, the parties state that the issues presented in each proceeding are substantially similar in that they both involve requests for Commission approval of meter sampling programs that use the same statistical methodology and procedures.  As a result, consolidation will save judicial resources and will promote administrative efficiency.  Neither party believes they will be prejudiced by consolidation.

8. The request for consolidation complies with the guidelines established by Rule 1402 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1402.  As a result, the request will be granted.

9. The procedures/procedural schedule presented by the parties is acceptable to the ALJ and will be adopted by the order that follows.
  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of this consolidated proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

April 13, 2009

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 

 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250 

 
Denver, Colorado

2. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file its direct testimony, in question and answer form, on or before February 13, 2009.

3. The Staff of the Commission shall file its answer testimony, in question and answer form, on or before March 13, 2009.

4. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer form, on or before April 3, 2009.

5. Discovery shall be governed by Rule 1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405, except as follows: responses to discovery relating to direct and answer testimony shall be served within ten days of a request; responses to discovery relating to rebuttal testimony shall be served within five days of a request; and all discovery requests and responses shall be served electronically.

6. All discovery shall be initiated on or before April 8, 2009.

7. All pre-hearing motions shall be filed on or before April 8, 2009.  

8. All pleadings shall be served on all other parties electronically the same day they are filed with the Commission. 

9. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� In addition to the proposed procedures/procedural schedule, the ALJ has also established a deadline for the submission of pre-hearing motions and a requirement that all pleadings, discovery requests, and discovery responses be served electronically. 
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