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I. statement

1. On December 30, 2008, Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) filed a pleading entitled “Motion for Declaratory Order” (DO Motion) in the captioned proceeding.  Under Rule 1400 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400, responses to the DO Motion are due today, January 13, 2009.

2. On January 12, 2009, Black Hills and the Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a Joint Motion to Extend the Deadline for Response Time to the DO Motion and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion to Extend).  The Motion to Extend seeks to extend the deadline for filing a response to the DO Motion to January 16, 2009.

3. In support of the Motion to Extend, Black Hills and Staff indicate that they have been engaged in attempts to settle another case (Docket No. 08A-346E) leaving Staff with insufficient time to prepare and file its response to the DO Motion by January 13, 2009.  

4. The Motion to Extend indicates that the other party to this proceeding, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, does not object to the relief requested therein.  Therefore, the Motion to Extend is unopposed and response time to the same may be waived.

5. Good grounds having been shown, the Motion to Extend will be granted.
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Extend the Deadline for Response Time to Black Hills Energy’s Motion for Declaratory Order and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, doing business as Black Hills Energy, and the Staff of the Commission, is granted and response time to the same is waived.

2. Any desired responses to the Motion for Declaratory Order filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, doing business as Black Hills Energy, shall be filed on or before January 16, 2009.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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