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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) current Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) is scheduled to expire on the earlier of January 1, 2010 or the date of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Phase I Order in Docket No. 09AL-299E.  

2. On May 1, 2009, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1535 – Electric, in Docket No. 09AL-299E, requesting approval to modify its ECA effective January 1, 2010.  

3. On November 2, 2009, Public Service filed an Application in the instant docket to obtain Commission approval for certain components related to the calculation of ECA rates.  Public Service requests Commission approval of these components prior to a decision in Docket No. 09AL-299E in order that ECA tariff sheets can be filed and approved by the Commission prior to expiration of the current ECA.

4. On November 16, 2009, the Commission gave notice of this Application to all interested persons as set forth in Decision No. C09-1295.  Decision No. C09-1295 established that interventions in the instant docket shall be filed on or before November 23, 2009.  Requests for intervention were timely filed by Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P.; Colorado Energy Consumers; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc. (collectively, Wal-Mart); and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.  None of these interventions oppose the Application or request a hearing.

5. On November 25, 2009, a motion to appear pro hoc vice was submitted by Holly Rachel Smith representing Wal-Mart.  This motion is unopposed.

6. By Decision No. C09-1295, responses to the petitions to intervene were due no later than November 30, 2009.  No person filed a response to the above-mentioned requests to intervene.

7. Accordingly, because the Application is uncontested and unopposed, it may be decided without hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.

8. In the instant docket, Public Service is proposing that the Commission approve certain components necessary to calculate ECA rates.  The components consist of:  1) a projected jurisdictional allocation factor;  2) a projected sales volume;  3) an on/off peak price ratio used to set ECA time-of-use (TOU) rates;  4) class specific on-peak allocation ratios; and 5) an average forecasted hourly on and off-peak marginal cost.

9. On December 1, 2009, the Commission concluded its deliberations on the matters pertaining to the ECA contained in Docket No. 09AL-299E.  

B. Findings of Fact

10. On December 1, 2009 in Docket No. 09AL-299E, the Commission deliberated on Public Service’s proposed change from an optional to a mandatory ECA TOU rate for eligible commercial/industrial customers as well as an ECA TOU rate for special contract customers.  During its deliberations, the Commission approved Public Service’s mandatory ECA TOU rate and a voluntary ECA TOU rate for secondary commercial/industrial customers with loads of 300 kW and above.

11. On December 1, 2009 in Docket No. 09AL-299E, the Commission deliberated on Public Service’s proposed use of class specific revenue requirements to establish class specific ECA rates.  The Commission denied Public Service’s request for class specific rates.
C. Conclusions

12. The Application contains all materials required by Rule 1303(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1; and therefore is deemed complete. 

13. In order to implement an ECA tariff with an effective date of January 1, 2010, the Commission approves:  1) Public Service’s projected jurisdictional allocation factor; and 2) Public Service’s projected sales volumes.  Specifically, the Commission approves line 36 of Application Exhibit No. 1, page 1, which is the retail jurisdictional allocator of 85.85 percent.  This jurisdictional allocator is applied to the total fuel, purchased energy, and wheeling cost to calculate the retail share of those costs.  The Commission also approves the 2010 forecasted energy sales as outlined in Application Exhibit No. 2, page 1.

14. The Commission approves, consistent with its December 1, 2009 deliberations in Docket No. 09AL-299E, Public Service’s on-peak allocation ratios and on/off peak price ratio used to set TOU rates for eligible commercial/industrial customers and special contract customers.  Specifically, for the on-peak allocation ratios the Commission approves the numbers found in Schedule SG Exhibit No. 3, page 3 of 5, line 16 of column D; Schedule PG Exhibit No. 3, page 4 of 5, line 16 of column D; and Schedule TG Exhibit No. 3, page 5 of 5, line 16 of column D.  Additionally, for the on-off peak price ratio the Commission approves 1.55 as set forth in Exhibit No. 4. 

15. The Commission denies, consistent with its December 1, 2009 deliberations in Docket No. 09AL-299E, Public Service’s class specific on-peak allocation ratios not required for the ECA TOU rates granted above and denies the corresponding average forecasted hourly on and off-peak marginal costs.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado for approval of certain components related to the calculation of the Electric Commodity Adjustment factors is deemed complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. The petitions to intervene filed by Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P.; Colorado Energy Consumers; and Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc. (collectively, Wal-Mart) are granted.

3. The notice of intervention of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is acknowledged.

4. The motion to appear pro hoc vice of Holly Rachel Smith in the instant docket as counsel to Wal-Mart is granted.

5. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado for approval of certain components related to the calculation of the Electric Commodity Adjustment factors is granted, in part, and denied, in part, consistent with the discussion above.  

6. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 16, 2009.
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