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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Verified Petition for a variance from the filing deadline set forth in Decision No. C09-1066, at ¶ 32, issued in Docket No. R09-222G on September 22, 2009, and an extension of time to file its calculation supporting the lost revenue value caused by Demand Side Management (DSM) programs along with the calculations supporting this lost revenue value, filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) on December 11, 2009.

2. Rule 4754(g)(I)(B) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4 requires that all utilities with DSM programs already approved on or before October 1, 2009 file a proposed dollar per therm value and the methodology and supporting documentation for the calculation of lost revenue (“Lost Revenue Proposal”) on or before January 1, 2010.

3. In its Verified Petition, Black Hills seeks an extension of the existing filing deadline to “on or before February 1, 2010.”  Black Hills anticipates that it will file its DSM Plan for years 2 and 3 before the February 1, 2010 60-day commitment set out in its approved DSM settlement.

4. Black Hills states that “[d]ue to the press of other year-end business matters, the holiday season, and that the DSM Plan for years two and three are not yet completed, Black Hills Energy requests an extension of filing its DSM ‘lost revenue’ value calculations to match the deadline for its years two and three DSM Plan filing.”  Black Hills further argues that no harm to its customers or any potential parties will result if its Petition is granted. 

5. Now being duly advised in the matter, we find good cause has been stated and grant the Verified Petition.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That: 

1. The Verified Petition filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) on December 11, 2009 is granted.  

2. Black Hills shall file its Lost Revenue Proposal on or before February 1, 2010.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu​ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 28, 2009.
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