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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Modify the Deferred Accounting Treatment Ordered in Decision No. C09-0472 (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado, (Public Service or Company) on November 30, 2009.

2. By Decision No. C09-0472 (Decision), mailed May 4, 2009, we approved an application filed by Public Service for the establishment of an Innovative Clean Technology program, for a solar demonstration project at Cameo station and for recovery of program costs through a deferred accounting order.  The presumption of prudence and deferred accounting treatment granted in the Decision was limited to expenditures up to $4.5 million that are incurred in 2009.

3. In the Motion, Public Service states that due to an unforeseeable delay in the delivery of equipment from Abengoa Solar, Inc., the project installation is not expected to be complete until February 15, 2010.  The Company therefore seeks a modification of the Decision to delete the restriction that all capital expenditures be incurred in 2009.  The Company points out that it is not seeking any modification of the $4.5 million cap on expenditures.

4. No party filed a response to the Motion and the time required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1400 for such responses has transpired. 

5. Now being fully advised in the matter, we find good cause to extend the deadline for when costs must be incurred but we do not agree with deleting the deadline completely.  We therefore grant the Motion in part and modify the deadline for expenditures from those incurred in 2009 to those incurred on or prior to April 30, 2010. The following order corrections to the Decision shall be made:
(underlined text to be added and text to be deleted is struck through)

6. We will modify the last sentence of paragraph 29 as follows:

 “…Public Service is awarded a presumption of prudence for Cameo Project expenditures up to $4.5 million that are incurred on or before April 30, 2010 in 2009 so long as Public Service implements and manages the Cameo Project in a prudent manner.”

7. We will modify the last sentence of paragraph 30 as follows:

“…Thus, $4.5 million shall be the maximum of the 2009 capital expenditures. incurred on or before April 30, 2010, for which a presumption of prudence shall attach.”

8. We will modify the first sentence of paragraph 34 as follows:

“Consistent with our decision to approve the Cameo Project and a presumption of prudence for the first $4.5 million in capital expenditures incurred on or before April 30, 2010 in 2009, we also approve Public Service’s request for an accounting order authorizing deferred accounting…”

9. We will modify the last sentence of paragraph 35 as follows:

“…Further, all of these costs must be incurred on or prior to April 30, 2010 in 2009.”

10. We will modify ordering paragraph 5 as follows:

“Public Service Company of Colorado’s request for deferred accounting is granted for up to $4.5 million of costs incurred on or before April 30, 2010 in 2009”

II.  order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. We grant the Motion to Modify the Deferred Accounting Treatment Ordered in Decision No. C09-0472 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 30, 2009 in part consistent with the modifications listed in paragraphs 6 through 10 above.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado’s request for deferred accounting of expenditures related to the solar demonstration project at Cameo station is limited to $4.5 million of costs incurred on or before April 30, 2010.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 16, 2009
	(S E A L)
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