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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application on November 2, 2009 seeking Commission approval of a pilot program to test three pricing structures within its SmartGridCity project in Boulder, Colorado (Application).  The Application was accompanied by pre-filed Direct Testimony and Exhibits.

2. Public Service proposes in the Application that the pricing pilot would entail three rates:  Time-of-Use, Critical Peak Pricing, and Peak Time Rebates. The proposed rates would be available to approximately 2,000 residential customers.  The pilot rates are set forth in model tariffs included with the Application for effect June 1, 2010 through December 31, 2011.

3. Public Service also seeks Commission approval for the recovery of the costs of the pricing pilot.  Public Service proposes that such costs would be recovered through its electric Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment.  

4. Public Service desires to have these matters addressed within 120 days from the date when the Commission deems the Application complete.  If the Application is deemed complete on its auto-deem date, the 120 days would extend through April 20, 2010.  

5. The Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed on November 4, 2009 establishing an intervention period through December 4, 2009.  

6. The Governor’s Energy Office (GEO), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) timely intervened by right.

7. On November 25, 2009, the City of Boulder (Boulder) filed its Petition to Intervene. Boulder explains that it has a franchise agreement with Public Service and is also a customer of Public Service.  Boulder further explains that as the “host city” for Public Service’s SmartGridCity, it has broad interest in the Application, given its potential impact on Boulder citizens and on future decisions concerning the SmartGridCity project.  

8. On December 4, 2009, Western Resource Advocates (WRA) field its Petition for Leave to Intervene.  WRA describes itself as a regional environmental law and policy organization that promotes the expanded use of energy efficiency, renewable energy resources, and other clean energy technologies.  WRA explains that is has a substantial and direct interest in the Application since the proposed pricing structures are intended to reduce residential peak demand and energy consumption, such that if the pilot rates can be implemented on a larger scale, they will reduce carbon emissions and advance climate change policy goals in alignment with its policy objectives.
B. Findings

9. Public Service’s SmartGridCity has been a topic of considerable discussion in its ongoing electric rate case in Docket No. 09AL-299E.  The Commission has a continuing interest in SmartGridCity and its potential role in shaping electric services and pricing structures offered to Public Service’s customers in the future.  We find that an evidentiary hearing may be necessary to address the merits of this pricing pilot.  The Commission will hear this matter en banc.  

10. We will deem the application complete on its auto-deem date of December 21, 2010.

11. We find good cause to grant the interventions discussed above.  Therefore, Staff, OCC, GEO, WRA, and Boulder will be intervening parties in this proceeding.

12. In order for the Commission to issue a decision before the end of April 2010, we will schedule the hearing in March 2010.  We anticipate that two and one half days of hearings will be sufficient, such that we may begin the hearings on Monday, March 29, 2010 and conclude on Wednesday, March 31, 2010.  We propose the following procedural schedule to accomplish these goals:

Answer Testimony and Exhibits
February 1113, 2010

Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony and Exhibits
March 15, 2010

Hearings
March 29 - 31, 2010

Statements of Position (all parties)
April 9, 2010

13. We shall hold a prehearing conference on January 7, 2010.   The parties should be prepared to discuss the procedural schedule described above and any necessary modifications to the process for discovery at the pre-hearing conference.

14. We understand that Public Service requested that the Commission issue a decision within 120 days from the date when the Application is deemed complete, or by April 20, 2010.  We will strive to issue a decision expeditiously, taking into account the Commission schedule and the press of other business.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 2, 2009 will be deemed complete as of its auto-deem date of December 21, 2009.

2. The Commission will hear this case en banc.

3. The Commission notes the timely interventions by right by the Governor’s Energy Office, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission.

4. The Petition to Intervene filed by the City of Boulder on November 25, 2009 is granted. 

5. The Petition for Leave to Intervene filed by Western Resource Advocates on December 4, 2009 is granted.
6. A prehearing conference shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
January 7, 2009
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

7. Hearings shall take place on the following dates at the designated times and place:

DATES:
March 29 and 30, 2009
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

DATE:
March 31, 2009
TIME:
1:30 p.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 16, 2009.
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