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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Update of Comanche 3 Construction Schedule (Update) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on December 14, 2009 as well as the presentation by Public Service during the status conference held on December 16, 2009.

2. In Decision No. C09-1283, mailed on November 13, 2009, we ordered an update from Public Service on the projected in-service date of Comanche 3 no later than December 14, 2009.  We further stated that “[i]f that report shows there is still a risk Comanche 3 will not be in-service on January 1, 2010, we will convene a status conference after the conclusion of the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting [on December 16, 2009] where Public Service will present the updated status of Comanche 3.”

3. In its Update filed on December 14, 2009, Public Service identifies no firm in-service date for Comanche 3, but states with certainty that the plant will not be in-service by January 15, 2010.  We therefore scheduled a status conference for December 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  See Decision No. C09-1399, mailed December 15, 2009.

4. During the Status Conference held on December 16, 2009, representatives of Public Service presented the Commission with an update on the status of bringing Comanche 3 online and the current delays.  Public Service also put forth a preliminary proposal on how this delay would be reflected in rates, i.e., a three-step General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) to be effective on January 1, 2010.

5. In light of the developments mentioned above, we reopen the evidentiary record in this docket to address the issues related to the status of bringing Comanche 3 online.  We also schedule an evidentiary hearing to discuss the final proposal by Public Service on how the delay in bringing Comanche 3 online should be reflected in rates for December 22, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  In addition, we will hold a Commissioners’ Deliberations Meeting in order to deliberate on the merits of the final proposal that will be presented by Public Service on December 22, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.

6. To accomplish the above, we order Public Service to finalize its adjusted GRSA proposal, to file it with the Commission, and to serve it on all parties in this docket on or before 12:00 p.m. on December 17, 2009.  

7. We will hold a discovery conference on December 18, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. to assist the intervenors in preparing for the hearing that will be held on December 22, 2009.  Commissioner James Tarpey will chair that discovery conference.

8. We note that at this time we reopen the evidentiary record in this docket only on the narrow issues related to the delay in bringing Comanche 3 online and how this delay will affect rates that will go into effect on January 1, 2010.  During the hearing, we also may explore the issues related to the effect of the delay in bringing Comanche 3 online on the capital structure as well as the connection to the rates that went into effect as a result of the settlement agreement approved in Docket No. 08S-520E.  However, we are not reopening the record to any prudency issues related to delays in Comanche 3 being brought into service.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is ordered to finalize its “three-step” General Rate Schedule Adjustment proposal, to file it with the Commission, and to serve it on the parties in this docket on or before 12:00 p.m. December 17, 2009.

2. The Commission will hold a discovery conference on December 18, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. chaired by Commissioner James Tarpey.

3. The Commission will hold a hearing in Docket No. 09AL-299E consistent with the discussion above on:


DATE:

December 22, 2009

TIME:

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A




1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

4. The Commission will hold a Commissioners’ Deliberations Meeting on December 22, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. to deliberate on the merits of the final proposal that will be presented by Public Service.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING 
December 16, 2009.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER ABSENT.
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