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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On October 30, 2009, Black Hills Corporation (Black Hills) filed “Senate Bill 07-100 Report: Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Expansion Plan” (2009 Report).  

2. Senate Bill 07-100 (SB 07-100), codified at § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., requires rate regulated electric utility companies such as Black Hills, on or before October 31 of each odd-numbered year, to do the following:

· Designate Energy Resource Zones (zones);

· Develop plans for the construction or expansion of transmission facilities necessary to deliver electric power consistent with the timing of the development of beneficial energy resources located in or near such zones;

· Consider how transmission can be provided to encourage local ownership of renewable energy facilities, whether through renewable energy cooperatives as provided in § 7-56-210, C.R.S., or otherwise; and

· Submit proposed plans, designations, and applications for certificates of public convenience and necessity to the Commission for simultaneous review. 

3. The 2009 Report is Black Hills’ first SB 07-100 report providing the Commission and interested persons information concerning the Energy Resource Zones designated within its service territory and the transmission expansion projects necessary to reliably meet retail load requirements.  By this order, the Commission will provide notice of the 2009 Report to all interested persons.  

4. To facilitate the exchange of information on the 2009 Report, the Commission will hold a Commissioners’ Information Meeting (CIM) and further orders Black Hills to make a presentation on the 2009 Report during that CIM.  This CIM will be held on January 4, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.  Attachment 1 to this Order lists the issues that the Commission wishes to explore during the CIM.  

5. Further, we will give interested persons an opportunity to respond to Black Hills’ 2009 Report and the CIM presentation.  We encourage all interested persons to file written comments on the 2009 Report and CIM presentation on or before January 26, 2010.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A Commissioners’ Information Meeting (CIM) will be held to allow Black Hills Corporation (Black Hills) to make a presentation on its “Senate Bill 07-100 Report:  Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Expansion Plan” (2009 Report) filed on October 30, 2009.

2. The CIM shall be convened at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:

January 4, 2010

TIME:

2:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
Denver, Colorado

3. Consistent with the above discussion, all interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments concerning Black Hills’ 2009 Report and the CIM presentation on or before January 26, 2010.  

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
November 19, 2009.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER ABSENT.
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