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Issue 1:  
Please provide a map of Black Hills’ transmission system, detailing the location of Energy Resource Zones (ERZs) superimposed on the relevant counties, and indicate the location of all transmission lines and substations referenced in the 2009 Report.  
Issue 2: 
Please describe the transmission capacity remaining in ERZ B for the addition of any renewable resources following the construction of the generation resources acquired pursuant to Black Hills’ Electric Resource Plan, Docket No. 08A-346E.  

Please discuss whether additional transmission capacity in ERZ B to accommodate any renewable resources in the future is a realistic goal.  If so, please discuss the amounts of such additional transmission capacity, the timelines within which this additional transmission capacity may be achieved, and the amount of renewable resources that will be accommodated.

Please discuss whether Black Hills may identify any other ERZs in this proceeding.

Please discuss whether Black Hills believes that the gas fired generation resources acquired pursuant to Black Hills’ Electric Resource Plan, Docket No. 08A-346E, to be beneficial energy resources as that term is defined by SB 100.

Issue 3:  

Black Hills states that it is most prudent and reasonable to contract for transmission services from Public Service to access generation resources from Public Service’s ERZs 3, 4, and 5, rather than building their own transmission lines.  Please discuss whether Black Hills has had any discussions with Public Service to date and, if so, whether any decisions regarding Black Hills’ access to transmission services have been made to date.  

If known, please discuss whether Public Service is taking into account the needs of Black Hills into Public Service’s transmission studies.  If so, what is the amount and the timing of Black Hills’ need that Public Service is taking into account? Please discuss whether Black Hills would share in the capital cost of those facilities and, if so, how?  Why or why not?

Issue 4:  

Please discuss the amount of solar generation that could be constructed in ERZ A after construction of the generation resources acquired pursuant to Black Hills’ Electric Resource Plan, Docket No. 08A-346E.

Please discuss transmission plans, if any, to accommodate additional solar generation resources in ERZ A.  Please discuss the approximate amount and the timing of these resources.

