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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. Rule 3206(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. On April 30, 2009, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) submitted its list of projects where construction is to start within the next three calendar years.  Decision No. C09-0588 was mailed June 3, 2009 listing all such projects.  

3. On September 16, 2009, Public Service submitted a supplemental Rule 3206 report to add the Missile Site 345kV Switching Station to its list of new proposed projects.  Public Service explains that the Commission’s approval of a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the Pawnee-Smoky Hill 345 kV Transmission Project has made it necessary to construct 345 kV transformation facilities at the Missile Site.  This switching station would sectionalize the proposed Pawnee-Smoky Hill 345kV circuit.  The in-service date is May 2013 at a cost of $14 million.

4. Decision No. C09-1241, mailed October 30, 2009, noticed the Missile Site 345kV Switching Station filing and allowed for a 15-day comment period from interested parties.  The comment period ended November 16, 2009, and no comments were received.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the Missile Site 345kV Switching Station, in-service May 2013.  The filing shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

(c)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; 

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented; and

(g)
a report describing actions and techniques relating to cost-effective noise mitigation with respect to the planning, siting, construction, and operation of the proposed transmission construction or extension, including computer studies which show the potential noise levels expressed in dB(A) and measured at the edge of the transmission line right-of-way.

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 2, 2009.
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