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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE ASPEN/PITKIN COUNTY EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVICE AUTHORITY BOARD, C/O ASPEN/PITKIN COUNTY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER, 506 E. MAIN ST. DEPT. C, ASPEN, COLORADO 81611, FOR AUTHORITY TO INCREASE THE EMERGENCY TELEPHONE CHARGE.
ORDER approving MOTION FOR
ALTERNATIVE FORM OF CUSTOMER NOTICE
Mailed Date:  November 23, 2009
Adopted Date:  November 19, 2009

I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On November 16, 2009, the Aspen/Pitkin County Emergency Telephone Service Authority Board (Applicant or Authority) filed an application for an emergency telephone surcharge increase pursuant to § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  In its application, the Authority seeks Commission approval to increase its emergency telephone surcharge rate to $1.25 per service user per month.  If approved, the increased rate will be assessed on exchange access facility (wireline), wireless and voice-over-internet-protocol users.  The rate increases applies to Pitkin County and portions of Eagle and Gunnison Counties – the area served by the Authority.

2. On the same date, Applicant also filed a motion seeking relief from the statutory notice provisions found at § 40-3-104, C.R.S., and for authority to give an alternative form of notice (Motion).

3. In its Motion, Applicant proposes to provide customer notice in two newspapers of general circulation in Pitkin County, The Aspen Times and Aspen Daily News, with publication for two consecutive weeks.  Applicant contends that the provision of individual customer notices would be impractical in this matter.  

4. Section 40-3-104, C.R.S., sets forth the requirements as to notice when the rates for public utility services (e.g., telephone service) may be changed.  While § 40-3-104, C.R.S., applies only to regulated public utilities, Applicant must obtain approval from the Commission of its proposed surcharge pursuant to § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  Therefore, we find that the Commission has authority to specify the notice that an emergency telephone provider must provide in an application filed pursuant to § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.

5. We find that the above mentioned notice proposal is reasonable and we grant the request to provide newspaper notice of the application in accordance with this proposal.  The content of the newspaper notice shall be as proposed by Applicant in its Motion.

6. We will consider the merits of the application at a future time, after the notice period has expired.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion seeking authority to give an alternative form of notice filed by Aspen/Pitkin County Emergency Telephone Service Authority Board is granted.
2. The newspaper notice proposed by Aspen/Pitkin County Emergency Telephone Service Authority Board is approved consistent with the above discussion.
3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
November 19, 2009.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners
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