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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and Waiver of Response Time (Application for an Alternative Form of Notice) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on November 2, 2009.  The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice was filed within Public Service’s Application for an Order Approving a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot (Application for Approval of a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot).

2. On November 4, 2009, Public Service filed an Errata to provide the Commission with an exhibit that had been inadvertently omitted from the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

3. On November 9, 2009, Public Service filed a corrected notice and its intent to publish the newspaper notice for one additional week.  Public Service corrected its newspaper notice to replace out-dated rule references and to remove language associated with the suspension of the proposed tariffs as suspension is not an issue in this proceeding.  Because Public Service was unable to make the corrections in the first week of newspaper notice, Public Service explains that the corrected notice will appear on the second week of notice and notice will be made for one additional week.

4. Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its Application for Approval of a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot.  In its Application for Approval of a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot, Public Service seeks authority to implement three optional tariffs for testing:  a Time of Use rate, a Critical-Peak Pricing rate, and a Peak Time Rebate rate.  At the conclusion of the pilot, Public Service intends to determine which type(s) of tariff elicits the best customer response and ultimately to determine which pricing mechanism should be applied with smart grid technologies.

5. Public Service also requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

6. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions

7. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of its proposal to place into effect optional SmartGridCity pilot program tariffs pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service seeks to provide notice by publication in The Denver Post and the Boulder Daily Camera (a copy of the corrected notice is attached to Public Service’s Notice of Filing Corrected Notice as Exhibit No. 1) once each week on Sundays for two (now three per the Notice of Correction) consecutive weeks.  Public Service further states it has filed the proposed changes with the Commission, it will keep the filing open for public inspection, it is issuing a press release to major media outlets explaining the proposed pilot program, and it has posted the application, proposed tariffs, and testimony and exhibits on the Xcel Energy website.  Public Service represents that this form of newspaper notice is reasonable for this filing because it is identical to the form of notice approved by the Commission in conjunction with its annual Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment tariff filings (see Decision No. C06-1451 in Docket No. 06M-596E).  Public Service further explains that it believes the other proposed forms of notice, in conjunction with the proposed newspaper notice, to be superior to the other forms of statutory notice for an application associated with a pilot program.  Finally, Public Service asserts that its proposed alternative form of notice should be sufficient to alert affected and interested parties of the SmartGridCity pilot program pricing changes being proposed.

8. Public Service further requests that we waive response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

9. We find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice and to waive response time to it.  The Commission will discuss the merits of Public Service’s Application for Approval of a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is deemed complete.

2. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 2, 2009, and as corrected on November 4, 2009, is granted.

3. Response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 12, 2009.
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