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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Phase I hearings in Docket No. 09AL-299E began on October 26, 2009 and concluded on November 4, 2009.

2. The Commission has decided to modify previously announced procedural dates and to schedule a Technical Conference.

3. During hearings, the Commission received testimony identifying a possible delay in bringing the Comanche 3 coal plant on line.  The Commission wishes to set forth its expected timeline for reaching a decision in this Phase I proceeding and to identify a contingency procedure if Comanche 3 is not in service by January 1, 2010.

II. Discussion

4. Because the current Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) for Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) expires at the end of December 2009, we wish to accelerate our deliberations on those issues.  This will give Public Service more time to prepare its filings in December.  Therefore, we will hold deliberations on the ECA issues in this docket on December 1, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  The remaining issues will be deliberated at 9:00 a.m. on December 3, 2009 as scheduled.

5. A Technical Conference will be held on December 2, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room A.  An Administrative Law Judge will preside over that conference.  Public Service shall attend with their financial model and average bill impacts model.  The purpose of the conference will be for Public Service to demonstrate how to use its model to evaluate the financial impact of sample changes in revenue requirement items such as revenues, expenses, rate base, rate of return, and capital structure.  We will issue a follow-up order that delineates the sample exercises that we will require Public Service to perform at the conference.  Other parties with financial models are invited to participate as well.

6. In light of the uncertain status of whether Comanche 3 will be in rate base by January 1, 2010, we wish to be updated on the status of Comanche 3 in mid-December.  If it is clear Comanche 3 will not be in service until after January 1, 2010, the Commission will schedule a hearing to determine the terms under which the new rates, which go into effect on January 1, 2010, will be adjusted or refunded to account for the delay in starting Comanche 3.  In advance of this hearing, the Commission expects Public Service will prepare a proposed refund plan or rate adjustment mechanism.  

7. We order Public Service to file a status update on Comanche 3 no later than 12:00 p.m. on December 14, 2009.  If that report shows there is still a risk Comanche 3 will not be in-service on January 1, 2010, we will convene a status conference after the conclusion of the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting where Public Service will present the updated status of Comanche 3.

III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission will undertake public deliberations in Phase I of Docket No. 09AL-299E consistent with the discussion above on:

DATE:

December 3, 2009
TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado
2. The Commission will hold public deliberations of the Electric Cost Adjustment issues in this case on:

DATE:

December 1, 2009
TIME:
 
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado
3. A Technical Conference will be held on:

DATE:

December 2, 2009
TIME:

1:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado

Public Service shall attend consistent with the discussion above.

4. Public Service of Colorado will file a status update on Comanche 3 no later than 12:00 p.m. on December 14, 2009.  

5. The parties will be allowed to engage in discovery relating to any proposed refund plan or rate adjustment mechanism prior to the hearing on that issue.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING, 
November 12, 2009.
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