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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This investigatory docket was opened by the Commission to consider issues related to electric transmission and to identify transmission planning activities that merit more active involvement by the Commission.  The Commission held four workshops, the first of which was held by the Commission en banc and focused on the conclusions reached by the Task Force on Reliable Electricity Infrastructure in its November 2006 report.

2. The next three workshops were held by Commissioner Tarpey, the assigned hearing commissioner.  These workshops dealt with the following topic areas:

1)
Definition of “in the ordinary course of business” and procedures surrounding a determination that no CPCN application is necessary; information to be filed with CPCN applications; fast-track process for CPCN applications; procedures under § 40-2-126(4), C.R.S., including definition of “beneficial energy resource”; and, procedures for CPCN applications that do not qualify for fast-track process or for § 40-2-126 treatment.

2)
Level of long-term transmission planning information necessary for PUC review; expectations regarding coordinated transmission planning review among interested parties and role for PUC staff in such efforts; and procedures for PUC oversight of the planning process and whether that is accomplished as part of CPCN applications, in separate biennial (or other) transmission planning dockets, as part of the Electric Resource Planning process, or in an integrated resource planning docket – combining generation resource and transmission planning.

3)
Multi-state transmission projects; siting, permitting, cost allocation and cost recovery issues and the PUC’s authority (and constraints) with respect to such projects and issues; recent federal legislation (proposed or pending) addressing transmission; and pre-emption of the role of state commissions.

3. Hearing Commissioner Tarpey also requested written comments be filed concerning the specific topics of appropriate default levels of reasonableness (for fast-track purposes) with respect to issues such as Electro-Magnetic Frequency (EMF) levels, corona noise levels, widths of rights-of-way, conductor configuration, and transmission structures.

4. During the pendency of this investigation, many companies, associations, individuals, and agencies offered valuable information into the record.  We will use all of this information going forward in two respects. 

5. First, the Commission has opened a new miscellaneous docket, Docket No. 09M-616E.  This new docket will focus on such topics as coordinated transmission planning, planning horizons, transition from current procedures, statutory implications, and regional cooperation.  The Commission, by Decision No. C09-0872, opened the miscellaneous docket, invited wide participation, and took administrative notice of all materials filed in this investigatory docket.  The Commission anticipates issuing a transmission planning proposal for comment in the near future. 

6. Second, the Commission intends to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking.  This rulemaking will focus on the current Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) process for transmission projects and how it can be improved.  Specifically, the Commission will endeavor to define more clearly the concept of “in ordinary course of business” when a CPCN application is not needed; and, in those situations where a CPCN application is required, to set default levels of EMF and corona noise to expedite proceedings where the default levels are met. 

7. With these next tasks at hand, it is appropriate to close this investigatory docket and to continue our transmission work in both Docket No. 09M-616E, and in the near future, in  the rulemaking docket. 

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Docket No. 08I-227E is closed. 

2. This Order is effective immediately.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 7, 2009.
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