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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 11, 2007, a Regional Transportation District (RTD) light-rail vehicle derailed south of the Littleton Station as a result of the derailment of a Union Pacific Railroad Company coal train.  As a result of the operator’s quick action, there were no injuries or fatalities when the light-rail vehicle derailed.  This accident was reported to the Commission and the final report was adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C08-0224 mailed on March 5, 2008.

2. On January 16, 2009, a BNSF Railway Company train derailed at the Littleton Station, severely damaging the northbound RTD light-rail track.  Fortunately, no light-rail vehicles were involved.  This incident was reported to the Commission as a hazard, and the final hazard report was adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C09-0674 mailed on June 24, 2009.  RTD staff investigating the second derailment recommended that RTD create a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) regarding derailments in the Southwest Corridor.

3.   RTD has been meeting with the BNSF Railway and Union Pacific Railroad companies since the January 16, 2009 derailment to discuss possible mitigation measures for the Southwest Corridor.  As discussed in the Staff Accident Report, RTD would develop the CAP.

4. Pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-7-7346(c), we are opening this investigation docket.  

5. RTD is required to file its CAP and any associated hazard analysis, if necessary, in this investigation docket within 30 days of this order for Commission review and approval.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. An investigatory docket is opened to review and approve the Regional Transportation District’s (RTD) Corrective Action Plan (CAP) for the Southwest Corridor.

2. RTD shall file its CAP and any necessary associated hazard analysis in this investigation docket within 30 days of this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 9, 2009.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER ABSENT.
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