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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission to open an investigatory docket on our own motion to gather information from persons in the natural gas industry and from other interested stakeholders.  Specifically, we seek information regarding natural gas supply in Colorado, in the nation, and in other countries.  Further, we seek information on the use of natural gas in electric generation and its mitigating effect on the production of greenhouse gases.  

2. As part of this investigation, we may hold workshops and/or Commissioner Information Meetings.  These meetings and their topics will be noticed in future decisions. 

3. In a docket such as a rulemaking or an investigation, there are no “parties” in the usual sense and no interventions are required.  However, we ask all stakeholders and interested persons to participate fully to improve the process and inform the Commission more fully.  

B. The Permit-But-Disclose Process

4. During the 2008 legislative session, the General Assembly passed, and the Governor signed, House Bill 08-1227 (HB 08-1227).  HB 08-1227, among other things, modified the requirements applicable to the Commission concerning ex parte contacts with interested parties in non-adjudicatory proceedings. In a recent rulemaking docket, the Commission modified its Rules of Practice and Procedure to conform to the new statute.  See Decision No. R08-1297, Docket No. 08R-459ALL, mailed December 19, 2008.  

5. As of the mailed date of this order, any person may make an ex parte presentation to a Commissioner in a meeting that may include Commission Staff.  Any such ex parte contacts must relate to matters being reviewed in this docket and cannot concern any matter pending before the Commission in any other docket. 

6. Within two business days following a permitted ex parte presentation, the person requesting the meeting shall file with the Commission in this docket a letter disclosing the contact.  The disclosure letter shall state the time, date, and place of the meeting, list the persons attending, and shall contain a summary description of the presentation, and a statement that the subject matter of the communication did not relate to any pending adjudicatory proceeding before the Commission.  If any materials were provided to the Commissioner during the meeting, those shall be identified in the letter and attached.  For filing purposes, the disclosure and any attachments shall include an original and three copies.  In addition, one electronic copy of the disclosure letter and any other materials should be filed with the Commission.  The disclosure letter and any other material must provide other parties with sufficient information to allow them to decide whether they wish to hold ex parte meetings to share their views on the subject.  Persons should not simply file a disclosure that indicates they discussed this docket, but should also include the specific topics covered. 

7. The disclosure letter and any attached materials will become part of the official record in this case.  Further, the disclosure letter and other provided material will be promptly scanned and posted to the Commission’s website in connection with other documents and orders in this docket.  Since this is not an adjudicatory proceeding, and because the disclosure letters will be promptly posted to the Commission’s website, persons are not required to serve any other interested parties with a copy of the disclosure or attachments.  Any materials asserted to be confidential will be treated in the same manner as confidential material provided in comments in a rulemaking today. 

8. The Commissioners will attempt to accommodate all reasonable requests for ex parte meetings, subject to the schedule and availability of each Commissioner.  We may give preference in scheduling to a person who has not made a prior ex parte presentation in this docket, in contrast to a person wishing to make an additional presentation.  Finally, we note that there is no requirement that a person make the same presentation to each of the three Commissioners.  In other words, persons may elect to meet (in separate meetings) with one, two, or all three Commissioners.  However, in such situations, copies of all the presentations, with letter(s) disclosing the separate contacts and presentations, must be filed with the Commission in this docket.

9. To schedule an ex parte presentation with a Commissioner, the interested person should contact Ms. Donna Acierno, Executive Assistant to the Commissioners.  When contacting Ms. Acierno, the interested person should identify that the presentation is associated with this case.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. An investigatory docket is opened to review natural gas supply and its use in the mitigation of greenhouse gases.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 26, 2009.
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