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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. Rule 3206(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. Rule 3206(f) provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  Because in this instance, that 15-day period has elapsed for some of the data, the Commission will waive that requirement and instead allow comments to be filed within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.
3. On April 30, 2009, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P. (Black Hills) submitted its list of projects where construction is to start within the next three calendar years.  Black Hills Energy listed four new projects.  Decision No. C09-0588, mailed June 3, 2009, listed all the projects submitted by the utilities; however, Black Hills’s new projects were inadvertently omitted from the listing.  Decision No. C09-0681, mailed June 25, 2009, listed the new projects requiring a CPCN determination and Black Hills projects, as the had not been identified in Decision No. C09-0588, were not referenced in that list.  This Order corrects the Commission’s oversight.
4. Black Hills’ new projects have in-service dates of 2011-2012.  Therefore Rule 3206(g)(II) and Rule 3206(h)(II) can apply to these projects.  Rule 3206(g)(ll) allows Staff until August 31, 2009 to make its recommendations.  Rule 3206(h)(II) provides that the Commission’s  CPCN determination shall be made no later than October 31, 2009.  By listing Black Hills’ new projects now and allowing a 15 day comment period from interested parties, the Commission will be in compliance with its rules..

5. The following are the four new projects identified by Black Hills in its April 30, 2009 filing but not previously listed in Decision No. C09-0588:
La Junta-Tri-State Interconnection - new project.
This project installs additional transformer capacity at Black Hills’ La Junta Substation and adds a new one half mile line between Black Hills’ La Junta Substation and Tri-State’s La Junta Substation.  The project will enhance the reliability in the La Junta area.  The in-service date is in 2012 at a cost of $6.0 million. 

Airport Tap 115kV Substation – new project.  

This substation will be the termination point for the proposed 115kV transmission line from West Station Substation improving reliability in the area.  The cost is $5.0 million with an in-service date of 2011.

West Station 115kV Substation Expansion – new project.
This project expands the existing West Station Substation to facilitate the termination of the proposed West Station-Airport 115kV line.  This project improves the reliability in the area.  The project cost is $3.0 million with an in-service date of 2011.
West Station-Airport Tap 115kV Transmission Line – new project.  

This project builds a new 11 mile West Station-Airport Tap 115kV.  It provides an additional transmission path in the area improving reliability.  The estimated cost is $5.0 million with an in-service date of 2011. 

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Notice is hereby given that Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P.,  an investor-owned utility, submitted information concerning the proposed construction of transmission facilities in accordance with Rule 3206 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Pursuant to that rule, you are notified that the information is available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business hours.

2. Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the projects identified by the information now filed with the Commission within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.  The Commission will consider any comments in determining which projects do not require a certificate of public convenience and necessity, which projects will require the utility to file an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or which projects will require the utility to file for a formal determination that a certificate is not required.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 29, 2009.
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