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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. At the July 29, 2009 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting, Concentric Energy Advisors (Concentric), the Independent Evaluator (IE) in this docket, provided a progress update to the Commission and the public.
2. Relevant to this discussion is the deadline for the submission by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) and the IE of the cost-effective resource plan reports.  Pursuant to the 120-day time period established by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3610(h), the deadline is August 10, 2009.
3. Concentric advised that it has completed its static bid evaluation and that the modeling of the bids is proceeding.  However, because of the robust bidder response and of the magnitude of the variables that must be analyzed, Concentric’s work on the dynamic modeling aspect is proceeding slower than planned.  Therefore, Concentric requested that the Commission extend the due date for the portion of its report addressing the dynamic modeling by two weeks.  Concentric represented that Public Service expects to issue its full report to meet the current deadline of August 10, 2009, and would prefer to file its report on time even if the IE report is delayed.  Therefore, only the IE deadline is proposed to be extended. 
4. Concentric proposes to file the static evaluation portion of its report by the August 10, 2009 deadline together with any information on dynamic modeling that is available on that date.  It then proposes to file the balance of the dynamic modeling results by August 24, 2009.

5. As discussed below, we find good cause exists to extend the deadline for the filing of the final IE report.  We also extend the deadline for comments on that portion of the IE’s report.

B. Discussion

6. Rule 3610(h) requires the utility and the IE to file their reports within 120 days of receipt of bids.  Rules 3610(i) and 3610(j) require party comments within 45 days after reports are filed and a Commission written decision within 90 days after the reports are filed.  Since bids were due on April 10, 2009, the Public Service and IE reports are due on August 10, 2009.  Party comments are due on September 24, 2009, and the Commission’s written decision should be issued by November 6, 2009.

7. We have always known that the requirement to issue a report in 120 days is highly expedited.  The 45-day periods for party comments and for a Commission Decision also present a highly expedited timeline.  We plan to maintain this timeline to the best of our ability as the bids at issue are time-sensitive and any delays could negatively impact the overall outcome of the competitive procurement process.  However, we also recognize that it is imperative for the IE to evaluate this competitive procurement process thoroughly.  We hired the IE to ensure that the competitive procurement process proceeds in a fair and reasonable manner.  Though delays are somewhat problematic, we appreciate the IE proposing its request for additional time in a way that minimizes the impacts of such a delay.  

8. We find that the procedure proposed by Concentric presents a reasonable solution.  We will therefore extend the due date for the dynamic modeling portion of the IE report to August 24, 2009.  To minimize delays in the overall timeline, parties would still be required to file their comments to the Public Service report and to the first portion of the IE report, by September 24, 2009.  The due date for comments to the dynamic portion of the IE report would then be extended to October 8, 2009.

9. We recognize that it may be difficult for parties to file two potentially overlapping sets of comments with the Commission.  For example, we recognize that parties may need responses to questions from Concentric on the results of its latter analysis before providing a comprehensive discussion of the Public Service report.  Therefore, we will allow a party to include additional comments on the Public Service report as a part of its October 8, 2009 comments directed to the dynamic portion of the IE’s report.

10. The Commission plans to deliberate the issues presented in Phase II of Public Service’s 2007 Electric Resource Plan on October 15 and 16, 2009, and will strive to issue its Phase II decision by November 6, 2009, without delay.  We request parties to work diligently to provide all comments on the Public Service report and the first portion of the IE report by September 24, 2009.

11. The schedule is as follows:

August 10, 2009
Public Service report due

First portion of the IE report due

August 24, 2009
Second portion of the IE report due

September 24, 2009
Party comments due on August 10th reports

October 8, 2009
Party comments due on August 24th report

October 15, 2009
1:30 p.m. First Commission Deliberations Meeting

October 16, 2009
1:30 p.m. Second Commission Deliberations Meeting

November 6, 2009
Deadline for issuing Commission written decision
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The due date for the dynamic modeling portion of the Independent Evaluator report is extended to August 24, 2009.
2. The due date for party comments on the dynamic modeling portion of the Independent Evaluator report is extended to October 8, 2009, consistent with the above discussion. 
3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 29, 2009.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER ABSENT.
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