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Mailed Date:  July 30, 2009
Adopted Date:  July 23, 2009
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. We open this docket to consider certification of non-rural carriers to receive federal universal service support in accordance with 47 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 54.313 (Rule 313).  Rule 313 provides:

(a)
Certification.  States that desire non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers serving lines in the service area of a non-rural incumbent local exchange carrier within their jurisdiction to receive support pursuant to §§ 54.309 and/or 54.311 must file an annual certification with the Administrator and the Commission stating that all federal high-cost support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended....

2. According to Rule 313(c), the state commission's certification may be filed in the form of a letter with both the Office of the Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the Administrator of the Universal Service Administrative Company.  Rule 313(d) states that the state commission's certification must be filed on or before October 1, 2009, in order for the state's non-rural carriers to receive universal service support for the first, second, third, and fourth quarters of the succeeding year.

3. The Commission desires that the state's non-rural carriers continue to receive federal support for their provision of local exchange telephone service in their designated service territory.  

4. Each non-rural local exchange carrier or eligible telecommunications carrier shall file a notarized copy of the affidavit certifying whether federal high-cost support is being used consistent with § 254(e) on or before August 15, 2009.  This verified affidavit is provided to the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for purposes of certification to the FCC as contemplated in 47 C.F.R. § 54.313.

5. An eligible telecommunications carrier may file a motion for a reasonable extension of time in this docket if it cannot meet the August 15, 2009 deadline.  The affidavit form is attached to this order and also may be found on the Commission’s website at www.dora.state.co.us/puc.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This docket is opened to receive non-rural eligible telecommunications carriers’ self-certification affidavits in accordance with Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2187(e) on or before August 15, 2009.

2. Non-Rural eligible telecommunications carriers may file for a reasonable extension of time in this docket if they cannot meet the filing deadline.  

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 23, 2009.
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