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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration (RRR) of Decision No. C09-0595 that Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed on June 29, 2009. Ms. Leslie Glustrom filed a RRR of Decision No. C09-0595 on June 26, 2009.  On July 6, 2009 Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed a Motion for Leave to File Response to Public Service’s RRR and Response to Public Service’s RRR.
  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant Staff’s Motion for Leave to File Response and order Public Service to file a reply.  


B.
Discussion

2. In Decision No. C09-0595, the Commission approved, in part, the Settlement that Public Service and certain other parties entered into and required that Public Service file historic test year (HTY) information ending June 30, 2009 in Docket No. 09AL-299E on or before July 31, 2009. 

3. In its RRR, Public Service states that it would not be able to file data required by Decision No. C09-0595 in a timely manner.  Public Service contends that it will not have all the data required to file that information until mid-August and will not be able to file the HTY until September 1, 2009.  Specifically, Public Service notes that it will not have access to accounting data necessary to prepare a HTY until after the accounting close in mid-July and will not have access to all information needed to develop the jurisdictional allocators nor the load and system peak data necessary to prepare the June 30 HTY until mid-August.

4. In its Response, Staff states that the grant of the above mentioned request would adversely impact Staff’s ability to prepare and file answer testimony in Docket No. 09AL-299E.  If its request is granted, Public Service would file the HTY after the deadline for Answer testimony in Docket No. 09AL-299E and Staff and other intervening parties would not have the ability to address the issues raised by that data until the hearing.  Staff alleges that Public Service should have disclosed its inability to meet the July 31, 2009 deadline during the prehearing conference held in Docket No. 09AL-299E on June 18, 2009.  Staff argues that comparing how the future test year proposed in the instant docket is tracking actual data is essential to evaluating the concept of a future test year.

5. We find that Staff’s Response to Public Service’s RRR will assist the Commission in rendering a just and reasonable decision on the merits of RRRs filed in this proceeding and we find good cause to grant Staff’s Motion for Leave to File Response to Public Service’s RRR.  We also order Public Service to file a reply so that the Commission can be fully informed prior to issuing a decision on the merits.  

6. Public Service shall respond to the following questions on or before 5:00 p.m. on July 13, 2009:

a) Please state whether Public Service could provide a HTY ending on May 31, 2009 by July 31, 2009 in Docket No. 09AL-299E.

b) Please provide a brief explanation of the accounting close process and its schedule.  Please explain whether there is any difference between a quarterly and monthly accounting close process.

c) Please explain how the jurisdictional factors and the load and system peak data are developed after the accounting is closed and how they are applied to the financial data used to develop a regulatory test year.  Please explain why one and a half months are required after closing to develop jurisdictional factors and the load and system peak data for providing a HTY.  

d) Please discuss whether the Company can provide by July 31, 2009, in HTY format, sufficient information to permit a comparison of the adjusted results of the HTY ending June 30, 2009 with the FTY ending on the same date, filed by the Company in the previous rate case.  The response should consider whether such information could be provided and be useful even if a jurisdictional allocation factor has not been finalized.

e) Discuss any solutions that would allow the parties in Docket No. 09AL-299E to track and compare income statement and rate base items for the 2009 future test year filed in this docket with the actual values without performing a full cost of service run each month during the pendency of the new Phase I rate case.

7. Finally, we invite Staff to comment on the issue listed above or the issues raised in the July 7, 2009 pleading filed by Public Service on or before 5:00 p.m. on July 13, 2009.  

8. We will address the merits of the RRRs filed by Public Service and Ms. Glustrom at a future time.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Leave to File Response by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) shall file responses to the questions listed above on or before 5:00 p.m. on July 13, 2009.

3. Staff is invited to comment on the issue listed above or the issues raised in the July 7, 2009 pleading filed by Public Service on or before 5:00 p.m. on July 13, 2009.  

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 8, 2009.
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� Public Service filed a Response to Staff’s Motion for Leave to File Response on July 7, 2009.  However, the Commission did not receive this pleading in time to place it on the agenda for the July 8, 2009 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting.  In any event, this pleading does not fully address the topics listed in paragraph 6 of this Order.  
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