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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a verified application by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) for approval of revisions to its gas demand-side management cost adjustment (G-DSMCA) tariffs, filed on April 28, 2009.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on April 29, 2009.

3. Public Service noticed the filing of the application in The Denver Post on April 30, 2009 and May 7, 2009.  A Publisher’s Affidavit for these notices was filed with the Commission on May 11, 2009.

4. On June 1, 2009, Public Service filed a verified amended application.  The amended application replaced the application in its entirety.  The amended application sought a lesser rate change, and, therefore, no new Commission notice was required.  However, Public Service did provide additional newspaper notice in The Denver Post on June 3, 2009.  A Publisher’s Affidavit for this notice was filed with the Commission on June 9, 2009.

5. Subsequently, on June 10, 2009, Public Service filed a Notice of Filing Correction to Exhibit 9 of Amended Application.  Public Service provided newspaper notice in The Denver Post of this correction on June 11, 2009.  A Publisher’s Affidavit for this notice was filed with the Commission on June 15, 2009.

6. No petitions to intervene were filed regarding the application or the amended application.  Further, Public service has complied with all requirements with respect to newspaper notice.  Therefore, the Commission has the authority to determine the amended application without a hearing under its modified procedure in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1403.

7. All subsequent references to and discussion of Public Service’s filing are to the amended application as corrected (Amended Application).

B. Findings of Fact and Conclusions

8. The Amended Application contains all required information.  It was deemed complete by operation of Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1303(b)(III) on June 15, 2009.

9. Public Service filed the Amended Application pursuant to Rules 4 CCR 723‑4‑4109, 4757, and 4758 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators.

10. Public Service seeks Commission approval to revise the G-DSMCA clause in the Company’s P.U.C. No. 6 – Gas tariff pursuant to the filing schedule contained in Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4752(b) and in Decision No. R08-1243 in Docket No. 08A-366EG and Decision No. C08-1311 in Docket No. 08S-146G, to become effective July 1, 2009.

11. Public Service seeks recovery of its proposed 2009 Gas Demand Side Management budget of $12,553,529.  Public Service also seeks recovery of $75,000 related to the “Research on Emerging Technologies and New Product Development” per Decision No. R08-1243 in Docket No. 08A-366EG.  This amounts to a total recovery request of $12,628,529.

12. To accomplish the recovery of $12,628,529, Public Service proposes revised G‑DSMCA percentage adders for its residential and non-residential classes that take into account updated customer numbers and usage amounts resulting from a more recent forecast as well as 2009 actual usage through the month of April.

13. The net effect of taking into account the data described in the preceding paragraph, of recalculating the prior demand side management cost adjustment (a decrease from .92 to .89 percent) and of performing the required revenue allocation step, lowers the current percentage adder for the residential and commercial customer sales classes from 5.74 to 5.72 and 3.10 to 3.08 percent, respectively.

14. These decreases have the following effect when couched in terms of customer impact.  The Residential G-DSMCA is unchanged at $0.93 per month for an average customer.  The G-DSMCA for small and large commercial customers decreases by $0.01 and $0.12 per month, respectively.  Finally, the G-DSMCA for small and large firm and interruptible transportation customers decreases ($0.14, $0.38, $1.14) as well.

15. The proposed tariffs reflecting the updated G-DSMCA percentage adders and other modifications related to this matter are attached to the Amended Application.  The proposed tariffs are also attached to this order as Appendix 1.  We find that these tariff sheets as proposed accurately capture the data updates described by Public Service.

16. Based on all of the above, we find good cause to grant the Amended Application.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The amended application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on June 1, 2009 for approval of revisions to the Gas Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment clause in the Company’s P.U.C. No. 6 – Gas Tariff, as corrected on June 10, 2009, is granted.

2. Public Service is authorized to file, on not less than one day’s notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix 1 but revised to include the number of this Order.  The tariffs shall become effective July 1, 2009.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
June 24, 2009.
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