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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 3205(c) and Rule 3206(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, require each Colorado electric utility to file, no later than April 30 of each year, its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. The Commission issued notice of the construction project filings on June 3, 2009, per Decision No. C09-0588.  All listed projects are transmission projects.  As the Commission explained in Decision No. C09-0588, we waived the strict deadlines set forth at Rule 3206(f), so as to permit a meaningful 15-day notice period.

3. The 15-day period for comments ended June 18, 2009.  No comments were received.

4. The following utilities submitted proposed projects:

Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P. (formerly Aquila, Inc.)
Public Service Company of Colorado
Grand Valley Power Electric Association, Inc. 
Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. 
La Plata Electric Association, Inc.
Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

5. New projects were reported as listed below by company:

Public Service Company of Colorado

Bluestone Valley Substation, in-service date is October 2010. 

San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project (joint project with Tri-State), in-service date is June 2013. 
Poncha Junction 115/230kV Transformer, in-service date is May 31, 2013.  
Plainview – Leyden Site 115kV Line Rebuild Project, in-service date is June 2011. 

Grand Valley Power Electric Association, Inc.

Bluestone Valley-Clear Creek 230kV Transmission, in-service date is January 2011.

Clear Creek Substation, in-service date is January 2010.
La Plata Electric Association, Inc.


Iron Horse –Ignacio 115kV line, in-service date is 2010.


Iron Horse Substation, in-service date is 2010.


Iron Horse 115kV Tap, in-service date is 2010.


Florida River-Martins’s Corner 115kV line, in-service date is 2011.


Iron Horse-Salvador 115kV line, in-service date is 2011.


Florida River-McCaw 115kV line, in-service date is 2011.


Ignacio-Sambrito 115kV line, in-service date is 2012.

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

Limon Substation Expansion, in-service date is September 2010. 

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.


Henry Lake Substation Add & 230kV line, in-service date is 1st Quarter 2010. 


Bayfield 115/69kV Transformer Replace, in-service date is 2nd Quarter 2010.

Bullock #2 115/69kV Transformer Replace, in-service date is 2nd Quarter 2010.

Juanita T1 Transformer Replacement, in-service date is 2nd Quarter 2010.


Lake Canal 230kV Sub, in-service date is 2nd Quarter 2011.

Lake Canal-Timnath-Carey 230kV Line, in-service date is 2nd Quarter 2011.

LPEA-San Juan Project, in-service date is 3rd Quarter 2012.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. No certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) shall be required for the following Public Service Company of Colorado projects:

Bluestone Valley Substation

Poncha Junction 115/230kV Transformer
2. No CPCN shall be required for the following Grand Valley Power Electric Association, Inc. projects:

Bluestone Valley-Clear Creek 230kV Transmission

Clear Creek Substation
3. No CPCN shall be required for the following La Plata Electric Association, Inc. projects:



Iron Horse –Ignacio 115kV line



Iron Horse Substation



Iron Horse 115kV Tap



Florida River-Martins’s Corner 115kV line



Iron Horse-Salvador 115kV line



Florida River-McCaw 115kV line



Ignacio-Sambrito 115kV line

4. No CPCN shall be required for the following Mountain View Electric Association, Inc. project:

Limon Substation Expansion

5. No CPCN shall be required for the following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. projects:



Henry Lake Substation Add & 230kV line



Bayfield 115/69kV Transformer Replace

Bullock #2 115/69kV Transformer Replace

Juanita T1 Transformer Replacement



Lake Canal 230kV Sub

Lake Canal-Timnath-Carey 230kV Line

6. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following projects:  a)  Plainview-Leyden Site 115kV Line Rebuild Project, in-service June 2010 (consider 230kV construction); and b) San Luis–Calumet–Comanche Transmission Project, in-service June 2013 (CPCN application submitted May 14, 2009, Docket No. 09A-325E).  The filing shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

(c)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; 

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented; and

(g)
a report describing actions and techniques relating to cost-effective noise mitigation with respect to the planning, siting, construction, and operation of the proposed transmission construction or extension, including computer studies which show the potential noise levels expressed in dB(A) and measured at the edge of the transmission line right-of-way.

7. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following projects:  a) Archuleta County System Improvement Project (formerly Bayfield-Pagosa 115kV Loop Project), in-service 3rd Quarter 2016, per Decision No. C03-0707; b) San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project, in-service 2nd Quarter 2013 (CPCN application submitted May 14, 2009, Docket No. 09A-324E); c) Eastern Plains Transmission Project, in-service 3rd Quarter 2014-2016, per Decision No. C07-0417; and new project with this Order; d) LPEA-San Juan Project, in-service 3rd Quarter 2013.  The filing shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

(c)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; 

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented; and

(g)
a report describing actions and techniques relating to cost-effective noise mitigation with respect to the planning, siting, construction, and operation of the proposed transmission construction or extension, including computer studies which show the potential noise levels expressed in dB(A) and measured at the edge of the transmission line right-of-way.

8. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

9. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 24, 2009.
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