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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. Rule 3206(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. Rule 3206(f) provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  Because in this instance, that 15-day period has elapsed for some of the data, the Commission will waive that requirement and instead allow comments to be filed within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.

3. The following utilities have filed information on proposed construction projects as listed:

INVESTOR-OWNED UTILITIES
Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P. (formerly Aquila, Inc.) 
1.
Arequa Gulch 115-69kV Substation, in-service 4th quarter 2009, no certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) required per Decision No. C00-0932.

2.
Canon West-Arequa Gulch 115 kV Transmission Line, in-service 4th quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C00-0932.

3.
South Pueblo 115kV Transmission Line and Substation, in-service September 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-1268.

4.
Freemary Substation, in-service October 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

5.
Reader 115kV Substation Upgrade, in-service October 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Reader to Airport 115kV Transmission Line, in-service June 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

7.
Overton 115-13.8kV Substation, in-service date of June 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.
Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo)

1.
Bluestone Valley Substation – new project.

This project consists of constructing a new 230kV substation that would tap PSCo’s Rifle-Cameo 230kV line near DeBeque, Colorado.  The transmission tap is less than one mile in length.  This substation will provide transmission service to PSCo’s and Grand Valley Power’s customers in the DeBeque area.  (Grand Valley Power proposes to build a 230kV line from Bluestone Valley to its Clear Creek Substation.)  The estimated cost of the project is $6.3 million with an in-service date of October 2010.  This project replaces the “Clear Creek Substation and Clear Creek-Starkey Gulch 230kV transmission project” reported in the 2008 Rule 3206 filing.


2.
San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project-new project.

This project will establish a new high voltage transmission path between the San Luis Valley Substation in south-central Colorado and the Comanche Substation, near Pueblo, Colorado.  This is a joint project with Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. (Tri-State).  The transmission line will interconnect with a new Calumet Substation, about six miles north of Walsenburg, Colorado.  The San Luis-Calumet section consists of approximately 95 miles of a double circuit 230kV line.  The Calumet-Comanche section consists of about 45 miles of a double circuit 345kv line.  The Calumet Substation will also interconnect with the existing Comanche-Walsenburg 230kV line, creating a Comanche–Calumet 230kV line and a Calumet –Walsenburg 230kV line.  A new (second) Calumet-Walsenburg 230kV line will also be constructed by Tri-State.  The Calumet Substation will include two 560 MVA 345/230kV autotransformers.  The project will accommodate beneficial energy resources from Energy Resource Zones 4 and 5.  This project replaces the “San Luis to Walsenburg 230kv transmission Project” reported in the 2008 Rule 3206 filing.  The in-service date is June 2013 at a cost of $105 million for PSCo’s share.  A CPCN application was submitted May 14, 2009, Docket No. 09A-325E.

3.
Poncha Junction 115/230kV Transformer-new project.

The project consists of installing a new 280 MVA, 115/230kV autotransformer at the existing PSCo Poncha Junction Substation.  The transformer will connect to PSCo’s 115kV Poncha Junction Bus.  Approximately one mile of single-circuit 230kV transmission would be built between the high side of the transformer and the 230kV bus at the Western Area Power Administration’s Poncha Substation.  The transmission line would consist of single circuit 230kV structures, and will require new right-of-way acquisition.  The new transformer and related equipment will be installed in the existing substation.  This project will provide a transmission contract path for PSCo to utilize solar power generation in the San Luis Valley.  The in-service date is May 31, 2013 at a cost of $8.4 million.


4.
Plainview – Leyden Site 115kV Line Rebuild Project – new project.

This project consists of the removal of all the existing six miles of 115kV transmission line between the Plainview Substation and the Leyden Site, and replacing this line section with new single circuit 115kV transmission structures and conductor rated for a minimum of 150 MVA or higher continuous rating.  This section of line was originally rated at 86 MVA, but was recently derated to 17.4 MVA due to line to ground clearance limitations.  With this low rating, the present line must be operated with a section open in order to prevent “system intact” overloads on this line.  The cost of the project is $3.84 million with an in-service date of June 2011.  This project is a modification of the “El Dorado-Plainview-Ridge 115kV line rebuild/removal project” proposed in the 2008 Rule 3206 filing.

4. Horsethief 138kV Load Delivery and 138kV Transmission Line.

This project has been cancelled at the request of the customer, Grand Valley Power.

6.
Gunbarrel Substation, in-service May 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676. 

7.
Comanche - Reader 115kV Underground Line #2, in-service May 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.  

8.
Clear Creek Substation and Clear Creek - Starkey Gulch 230kV Transmission Line.

This project has been replaced by Bluestone Valley Substation.

9.
Kelim 115-1 3.8kV Substation, in-service May 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.
10.
College Lake 115-1 3.8kV Substation, in-service May 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676
11.
New Castle 1 15/69-24.9 kV Substation, in-service June 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.
12.
Missile Site 230kV Switching Station, in-service May 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.
13.
Niwot - Gunbarrel Load Service Request (LSR) 230kV Underground Line Project, in-service May 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676. 
14.
Eldorado - Valmont - Ridge 115kV Line Removal/Rebuild Project.

This project has been cancelled.  The scope has changed to add intermediate structures along the line to increase ground clearances, making this project an ordinary course of business project.

15.
Eldorado - Plainview - Ridge 115kV Line Removal/Rebuild Project.

This project has been replaced by the Plainview-Leyden Site 115kV Line Rebuild Project.

16.
San Luis - Walsenburg 230kV Line Project.

This project has been replaced by the San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project.

17.
Starkey Gulch 230kV Load Delivery and a 4.5 mile 230kV Transmission Line.

This project has been replaced by the Bluestone Valley Substation.

18.
Chambers 230/115kV Transmission Intertie Project, in-service May 2010, CPCN granted per Decision No. C03-1055.

19.
Comanche-Midway-Daniels Park 345kV line, in-service, energized May 11, 2009.

20.
Sandown-Leetsdale 115kV Line, in-service March 2010.  CPCN granted per Decision No. R07-0026.

21.
Powhaton 230-13.8kV Substation, in-service May 2010.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

22.
Midway-Waterton 345kV Transmission Project, in-service May 2011.

A CPCN application filed on May 1, 2007, Docket No. 07A-156E, was granted on August 1, 2007 by Decision No. C07-0750.    This project was initially necessary to accommodate the Squirrel Creek Generation Station in El Paso County, which has now been cancelled.  The line is now needed as part of the SB 07-100 transmission line requirements.  A petition for a declaratory order, Docket No. 09D-275E, was submitted by PSCo on April 20, 2009 asking the Commission to allow its construction under the old CPCN.  The project cost estimate is $30 million with an in-service date of May 2011.

23.
Happy Canyon 115kV, IREA network interconnection, formerly reported by IREA, with an in-service date of May 2011.  No CPCN required per Decision No. C06-761.

24.
Todd Creek Homestead 115kV, United Power network interconnection, with an in-service date of May 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATIONS
Grand Valley Power

1.
Bluestone Valley-Clear Creek 230kV Transmission Line- new project.

This project is a 21-mile-double circuit 230kV line from PSCo’s new Bluestone Valley Substation to Clear Creek Substation.  The cost of the project is about $15.75 million with an in-service date of January 2011.


2.
Clear Creek Substation – new project.

This project will be a 120MVA 230/69/13.2 substation to feed a new Grand Valley Power industrial customer.  The site is located 15 miles north of DeBeque, Colorado on Road 211.  The cost is $20 million with an in-service date of January 2010.

3.
Red Cliff Mine transmission Line, in-service June 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.
Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

1.
Hartsel-Fairplay 115kV Transmission Line, in-service November 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

2.
Fairplay Substation, in-service November 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

3.
Victory Substation, in-service September 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

4.
Victory 115kV transmission Tap, in-service September 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

5.
Happy Canyon Substation (also reported by PSCo), in-service December 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Fairplay-Como 115kV Transmission Line, in-service November 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

7.
Como Substation, in-service November 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

8.
Wolfensberger-Citadel 115kV Transmission Line, in-service December 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

9.
Citadel Substation, in-service December 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

10.
Delbert Substation, in-service July 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

11.
Como to Roberts Tunnel/Grant Substation 115kV Transmission Line, in-service November 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

12.
Roberts Tunnel/Grant Substation, in-service November 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

13.
Citadel-Dawson Ridge 115kV Transmission Line, in-service June 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761. 

14.
Dawson Ridge Substation, in-service December 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

15.
Spring Valley (formerly Canterberry Substation), in-service July 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

16.
Brick Center-Spring Valley 115kV Transmission Line, in-service August 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

La Plata Electric Association, Inc.


1.
Iron Horse –Ignacio 115kV line - new project.

This project is a 1.25 mile single circuit 115kV line between Iron Horse and Ignacio substations in La Plata County.  The estimated cost of the project is $0.5 million with an in-service date of 2010.


2.
Iron Horse Substation – new project.

This project builds Iron Horse Substation in La Plata County.  The cost is $2.5 million with an in-service date of 2010.


3.
Iron Horse 115kV Tap – new project.

This project is a 0.5 mile double circuit 115kV line that creates a McCaw Mesa-Iron Horse 115kV line to source Iron Horse Substation.  The cost is $0.25 million with an in-service date of 2010.


4.
Florida River-Martins’s Corner 115kV line – new project.

This project is a 0.25 mile double circuit 115kV with terminations at Iron Horse and AMOCO East substations in La Plata County.  The cost is $.05 million with an in-service date of 2011.


5.
Iron Horse-Salvador 115kV line – new project.

This project is a 6.3 mile single circuit 115kV line between Iron Horse and Salvador substation in La Plata County.  The cost is $6.5 million with an in-service date of 2011.


6.
Florida River-McCaw 115kV line – new project.

This project is a 1.5 mile double circuit 115kV line that causes the connections of Florida River, McCaw and Martin’s Corner substations.  The cost is $0.75 million with an in-service date of 2011.


7.
Ignacio-Sambrito 115kV line – new project.

This project is an 11.2 mile single circuit 115kV line between Ignacio and Sambrito substations in La Plata County.  The cost is $4.5 million with an in-service date of 2012.

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

1.
Limon Substation Expansion – new project.

This project upgrades the current Limon Substation to meet increasing demands.  The estimated cost of the project is $4.0 million with an in-service date of September 2010.

2.
Calhan Substation, in-service September 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.
3.
Apple Tree-Kane Substation, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C02-0716.

4.
Anderson Substation, in-service August 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

5.
Rolling Hills Substation, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

6.
Santa Fe Springs Substation and 115kV Transmission Line, in-service August 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State)

1.
Henry Lake Substation Add & 230kV line – new project.

This project provides a 115kV source to the new 115-12.5kV Bromley Substation and it also sectionalizes and terminates at Henry Lake Substation the Erie-Story 230kV circuit.  The project will improve the service reliability to United Power’s substations.  The estimated cost of the project is $4.72 million with an in-service date of 1st Quarter 2010. 


2.
Bayfield 115/69kV Transformer Replace – new project.

This project removes the existing 10/12.5 MVA 115-69kV transformer and replaces it with a new 22/26/33 MVA 115-69kV transformer.  The larger transformer is needed to serve new industrial load and native load growth.  The Tri-State estimated cost is $1.35 million with an in-service date of 2nd Quarter 2010.

3.
Bullock #2 115/69kV Transformer Replace – new project.

This project replaces the existing115-12.5KV 12/16/22.4 MVA with a new 18/24/30/33.6 MVA transformer to serve existing and new load in the area.  Tri-State’s cost of the project is $0.9 million with an in-service date of 2nd Quarter 2010.

4. Juanita T1 Transformer Replacement – new project.

This project replaces the existing 46-year old 115/46kV 20/26.6/33.3 MVA transformer with 115/46kV 22.2/29.6/37 MVA unit with on load tap changer.  The cost is $1.6 million with an in-service date of 2nd Quarter 2010.


5.
Lake Canal 230kV Sub – new project.

This project is a new substation which sectionalizes one of Platte River Power Authority’s  double circuit 230kV lines running east-west of Ft. Collins.  From this new Lake Canal Substation, a new 230kV line is proposed to be constructed due south about three miles to Poudre Valley’s new Carey Substation, all in Weld County.  The cost is $7.25 million with an in-service date of 2nd Quarter 2011.

6.
Lake Canal-Timnath-Carey 230kV Line – new project.
This project connects the proposed Canal Lake Substation with Poudre Valley’s proposed Carey Substation.  The cost is $4.3 million with an in-service date of 2nd Quarter 2011.


7.
LPEA-San Juan Project – new project.

This project proposes a new 230kV transmission source extending from Shiprock, New Mexico to southwest Colorado and consists of several 
transmission system improvements: a) Shiprock-Glade-Coyote 230kv line in New Mexico; b) Shiprock Substation and 345/230kV transformer in New Mexico; c) Glade 230kV Substation and phase shifters in New Mexico; d) Coyote Gulch-Iron Horse 230kV line; e) Iron Horse 230kV Substation; and f) Iron Horse 115kV Substation and 15 MVAR capacitor bank.  The project will augment the existing transmission system to provide adequate and reliable service to La Plata’s loads, as well as, provide for the load growth of Tri-State’s members Empire Electric Association and San Miguel Power Association, Inc., while preserving the Tot2A transfer capability.  Tri-State’s share of the project cost is $73.08 million with an in-service date of 3rd Quarter 2012.

8.
Ault-Cheyenne 230x115kV Double Circuit Rebuild, in-service 3rd Quarter 2009, CPCN granted per Decision Nos. C08-0917 and C08-1080.  

9.
Big Sandy-Lincoln-Midway 230kV Line, in-service date is 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676. 

10.
Hotchkiss 2-7.5 MVAR, 115kV Cap Addition, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C08-0676.

11.
Bayfield-Durango 115kV Line Uprate, in-service 3rd Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C02-716.

12.
Beaver Creek-Erie 115kV to 230kV Double Circuit Upgrade Project, in-service date of 3rd Quarter of 2009, CPCN granted per Decision No. C06-1384.

13.
Black Squirrel-Calhan 115kV Delivery Point, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

14.
Boomerang 115kV Delivery Point Project, in-service 2nd Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

15.
Deering Lake-Wray (T-S) 115kV Reliability Additions, in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C05-0826.

16.
Meeker 345kV Switching Station, in-service date 1st Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

5. North Park (Walden Tap) 230kV Emergency Project, in service date 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.
18.
Nucla-Telluride 115kV Transmission Line, in-service 4th Quarter 2012, CPCN granted per Decision No. C01-1059.
19.
Wray Tap #2-Wray (WAPA) 115kV Backup, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

20.
Cahone-Nucla 115kV Transmission Line Uprate.


This project has been cancelled.

21.
Delta County 115kV Transmission Line Improvement (formerly Garnet Mesa 115kV Loop Service), in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

22.
East Montrose 115kV delivery Point, in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

23.
Erie 230/115kV Substation, in-service 1st Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

24.
FARR (formerly Granby) Pumping Plant-Windy Gap 138/69kV Double Circuit Loop Project (formerly Transmission Line Project), in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C90-1125.

25.
Montrose-Nucla 115kV Line Reconductor.


This project has been cancelled.

26.
Richard Lake-Waverly 115kV Loop Project, in-service 4th Quarter 2009, no CPCN required per Decision No. C03-0707.

27.
Story 230kV Tie Line and 230kV Line Bay, in-service 1st Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C06-0761.

28.
United Power System Improvement Project – Phase II, in-service 4th Quarter 2011, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

29.
Plaza-Waverly 115kV Loop Project, in service date 4th Quarter 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

30.
United Power System Improvement Project – Phase III, in-service 4th Quarter 2010, no CPCN required per Decision No. C04-0725.

31.
Boone-Comanche-Stem Beach-Walsenburg 230kV Line.


This project has been replaced by the San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project.

32.
San Luis Valley 230kV Loop.


This project has been replaced by the San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche Transmission Project. 

33.
Panama 230kV Delivery Point Project, in-service date 2nd Quarter 2012, no CPCN required per Decision No. C07-0553.

34.
Archuleta County System Improvement Project (formerly Bayfield-Pagosa 115kV Loop Project), in-service 3rd Quarter 2016, CPCN determination required per Decision No. C03-0707.

35.
Eastern Plains Transmission Project, project has been deferred, in-service 3rd Quarter 2014-2016.  CPCN is required per Decision No. C07-0417, Docket No. 07D-014E.

White River Electric Association, Inc.

No projects submitted.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Notice is hereby given that the above investor-owned utilities and rural electric cooperative associations have submitted information concerning the proposed construction of transmission and generation facilities in accordance with Rule 3206 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Pursuant to that rule, you are notified that the information is available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business hours.

2. Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the projects identified by the information now filed with the Commission within 15 days after the effective date of this Order.  The Commission will consider any comments in determining which projects do not require a certificate of public convenience and necessity, which projects will require the utility to file an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or which projects will require the utility to file for a formal determination that a certificate is not required.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 27, 2009.
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