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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR.  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE CALL (303) 894‑2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On May 1, 2009, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1535-Electric (attached as Exhibit 1).
2. Public Service stated that the purpose of this filing is to seek approval to increase rates by $293,767,033 over existing rates, and $180,201,185 over the rates proposed in the Settlement Agreement being considered in Docket No. 08S-520E.  Public Service is also proposing to eliminate the current General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) of positive 12.7 percent and whatever GRSA is ultimately approved as a part of Docket No. 08S-520E, currently proposed at an additional 12.7 percent.  Public Service proposes to allocate the total GRSA using a new rate design.  Public Service is proposing as its preferred rate design a two-tiered inverted block rate for the residential class during the months of June through September.  Under Public Service’s proposal, the first 500 kilowatt hours (kWh) will be charged $0.05101/kWh while anything over 500 kWh will be charged $0.0800/kWh.  During the rest of the year the rate would be $0.05101/kWh for all usage.  Other rate design issues include: unbundling the demand charges for secondary and primary industrial customers into a Distribution Demand Charge and a Generation and Transmission Demand Charge; a 75 percent demand ratchet on the distribution demand charge for secondary and primary commercial and industrial customers; a time-of-use pilot program for commercial and industrial customers that will run from 2010 through 2012; a transmission and distribution capacity charge for residential, small commercial, and agricultural customers receiving service under the Net Metering tariff for facilities installed on or after April 1, 2010; and Modified Standby rates.  Public Service also indicates it is proposing a low-income program for residential electricity customers.
3. Further, Public Service may ask the Commission to approve a temporary GRSA if Public Service is unable to fully program and test the new billing structure by the time in which its proposed rates go into effect.  Public Service requested that the tariff pages accompanying Advice Letter No. 1535-Electric become effective on June 5, 2009.

4. Under § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariff pages for hearing which will suspend their effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by separate order, suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 210 days or, in this docket, through January 1, 2010.  If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the first suspension period of 120 days, or October 3, 2009, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.  If the Commission further suspends, by separate order, the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission on or before January 1, 2010, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.

B. Findings of Fact

5. We will set the proposed tariff pages for hearing and will suspend their effective date because the rates contained in the tariff pages may be improper.

6. We will take this item up for further deliberations shortly to determine, among other issues, how this case will be heard.  It is anticipated that these further deliberations will take place on May 27, 2009.
7. Given the statutory requirements of this Commission with respect to Advice Letters, potential intervenors should expect that answer testimony is likely to be due in mid to late July 2009.
8. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.

9. In addition to following the Commission’s normal filing procedures, parties wishing to intervene shall electronically serve their intervention requests directly to Public Service.  These shall be sent to paula.connelly@xcelenergy.com.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, June 5, 2009, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), with Advice Letter No. 1535-Electric, is suspended for 120 days through October 3, 2009, or until further order of the Commission.

2. The tariff pages filed by Public Service, with Advice Letter No.1535-Electric, will be set for hearing.  A future Order will describe the process by which this matter will be heard as well as enumerating items to be addressed at the prehearing conference.
3. A prehearing conference shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
June 18, 2009
TIME:
9:00 AM

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202
4. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desire to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Order, and shall serve a copy of the motion on Public Service’s attorney of record.  In addition to following the Commission’s normal filing procedures, parties wishing to intervene shall electronically serve their intervention requests directly to Public Service.  These shall be sent to paula.connelly@xcelenergy.com.
5. Responses to interventions shall be due by 5:00 PM on June 16, 2009.
6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 13, 2009.
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CHAIRMAN RONALD J. BINZ
ABSENT.




G:\commission draft orders\09S-299Emh051309A.doc:msc
5

_1171191204.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












