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ORDER:  (1) ADDRESSING MOTION FOR
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COMMENTS; (2) SCHEDULING TECHNICAL
CONFERENCE; AND (3) SETTING ADDITIONAL
HEARING AND COMMENT DATES
Mailed Date:  May 15, 2009
Adopted Date:  May 13, 2009

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By Decision No. C09-0319, the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for the purpose of considering proposed amendments to the Commission’s Rules Relating to Natural Gas Demand Side Management, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4–4750, et seq.  In Decision No. C09-0319, the Commission set May 22, 2009, as a hearing date to receive comments as well as requested written comments be submitted by May 8, 2009.

2. On April 30, 2009, a Motion for Clarification of Decision No. C09-0319, Motion for Extension of Time to Submit Comments and Motion for Waiver of Response Time was filed jointly by Atmos Energy Corporation; Xcel Energy; Source Gas Distribution, LLC; and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (the Gas Utilities).

3. On May 6, 2009, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel submitted its response to the Gas Utilities’ motions.

4. The Commission, being fully apprised of these motions, waives the response time and makes the following modifications to the schedule originally set forth in Decision No. C09-0319:

•
The May 22, 2009 hearing shall be abbreviated to announcing the date and time of the additional hearing date;

•
On May 22, 2009, at 9:00 a.m., a technical conference, lead by Commission Staff, will be convened for the purpose of discussing the clarification requested by the Gas Utilities in the above-referenced motion;

•
An additional date by which interested persons wishing to file comments may do so will be established;

•
An additional hearing will be scheduled for the receipt of comments on the proposed rules.

5. By these modifications, the Commission has addressed the substantive requests in the Parties’ motion.

6. With respect to the additional hearing that will be conducted on the proposed rules, interested persons may submit written comments on the rules, including data, views or arguments, and present these orally at the additional hearing unless the Commission deems oral presentation unnecessary.  The Commission encourages interested persons to submit written comments on the draft proposed rule revisions before the additional hearing date set forth below.  In the event interested persons wish to file comments before the additional hearing date set forth below, the Commission requests that such comments be submitted no later than June 8, 2009.

7. As stated in Decision No. C09-0319, the Commission prefers that interested persons submitting comments do so in both paper and, when possible, electronic format.  The Commission may post electronically submitted comments to its website.

8. The Commission will consider all comments, whether submitted and presented in conjunction with the May 22, 2009 hearing date or whether submitted and presented in conjunction with the additional hearing date (June 18, 2009) set by this order.  No person will be prejudiced by the selection of the latter set of comment and hearing dates announced by this order over the selection of the procedural dates established by Decision No. C09-0319.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the April 30, 2009 Motion for Clarification of Decision No. C09-0319 and Motion for Extension of Time to Submit Comments is waived.

2. The April 30, 2009 Motion for Clarification of Decision No. C09-0319 and Motion for Extension of Time to Submit Comments filed by Atmos Energy Corporation; Xcel Energy; Source Gas Distribution, LLC; and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy is granted, in part, consistent with the above discussion.

3. Commission Staff shall lead a technical conference on the proposed rules and related matters as follows:

DATE:
May 22, 2009

TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Suite 250

1560 Broadway

Denver, Colorado

4. An additional hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before the Commission en banc as follows:

DATE:
June 18, 2009

TIME:
1:00 p.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Suite 250

1560 Broadway

Denver, Colorado

5. The Commission may set additional hearings, if necessary.

6. At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral comments unnecessary.  Interested persons may submit written comments in this matter before the additional hearing date set above.  The Commission prefers that such comments be submitted in both paper and, when possible, electronic format no later than June 8, 2009.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 13, 2009.
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