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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a status report, a motion to increase surcharge amount, and for waiver of response time to the motion filed by Qwest Corporation (Qwest) on April 9, 2009. 

2. On September 28, 2007, Qwest filed the original application (Original Application) pursuant to § 40-13-115 C.R.S.  In its Original Application, Qwest sought authorization from the Commission to recover the actual costs incurred for the relocation of infrastructure or facilites requested by the State of Colorado and the Colorado Department of Transportation to accommodates the widening of Interstate 25 through Colorado Springs (COSMIX).
3. In the Original Application, Qwest asked that the Commission assess its proposed surcharge on customers which are served from the following Qwest wire centers: Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs East, Colorado Springs Main, Fountain, Gatehouse, Pikeview, Security and Stratmoor.  Qwest refers to these customers as the “Group 1 Customers.”
4. After the filing the Original Application, Qwest engaged in discussions with the Commission Staff (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) concerning the Application.  
5. On December 12, 2007, as a result of these discussions, Qwest filed a supplement to its application (Supplemental Application), seeking Commission permission to, among other things, add to the application the customers served from the following Qwest wire centers: Black Forest, Calhan, Cripple Creek, Green Mountain Falls, Manitou Springs, Monument, Peyton, and Woodland Park.  These customers were referrrd to as the “Group 2 Customers.”
6. In Decision No. C08-0198, the Commission approved Qwest’s request for relief (Order).  The Order permittted Qwest to recover its cost to accommodate the COSMIX project through a surcharge assessed on the bills of the Group 1 and Group 2 Customers.  Qwest’s original notices to its customers indicated that the COSMIX surchage could be as high as $0.18 per access line.  Qwest, by this motion, proposes to raise the surcharge to $0.14 per month per retail access line, which is below the amount set forth in the notices.  Qwest has filed the support for the recovery mechanism as Confidential Attachment A, which cite a reduction in the actual costs to be recovered.
7. The Order also provided that a true-up would be conducted at the ends of month 12 and 24 of the recovery period.  Accordingly, Qwest is submitting this status report of its true-up analysis for the first 12 months of the recovery period.
8. Currently Group 1 Customers are surcharged $0.11 a month.  Qwest proposes to increase the surcharge on the Group 1 Customers beginning June 1, 2009 to $0.14 per month per retail access lines for approximately 12 months.
9. Qwest also proposes to increase the surcharge to $0.14 per month on Group 2 Customers beginning June 1, 2009 through Februray 2011.  Group 2 Customers currently are being surcharged $0.11 a month, as well.
10. Qwest represents that it has discussed this proposal with Staff and the OCC.  Neither Staff nor the OCC has stated an objection to the proposal.  Therefore, Qwest seeks a waiver of response time to the motion because there are no active parties to the docket and as a result no party will be prejudiced by the granting of this motion.  
11. Now being fully advised in the matter, we find good cause to grant the motion and to waive response time.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion filed by Qwest Corporation (Qwest) on April 9, 2009 to increase the surcharge amount and waiver of response time is granted.

2. Qwest shall file an Advice Letter and accompanying tariff sheet(s) to implement the charge to be effective on not less than one day’s notice.  The tariff sheet shall include a list of all wire centers upon which the charge will be assessed and the amount that will be assessed to customers within those wire centers.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 22, 2009.
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