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I. By the Commission

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On February 26, 2009, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) filed a petition seeking variances and a waiver from reporting requirements set forth in Decision No. C05-0081 and a request for expedited treatment.  In its filing, Qwest represents that this petition is being filed as the result of an agreement reached between Qwest and the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) (Collectively the Parties).

2. In Docket No. 07V-505T, Decision No. C08-0081, Qwest’s annual reporting requirements were revised.  The Decision contained a provision that Qwest, Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) would revisit reporting requirements related to Automated Reporting Management Information System (ARMIS) Reports 43-02 and 43-08 if Qwest’s Petition for Forbearance from ARMIS reporting before the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) was granted. 

3. The FCC issued two separate orders granting ARMIS reporting relief to Qwest.  In FCC Decision No. 08-203, released September 6, 2008, the FCC granted Qwest conditional forbearance from various reporting requirements, including the continued filing of ARMIS Report 43-08.  In FCC Decision No. 08-271, released on December 12, 2008, the FCC granted Qwest conditional forbearance from filing various other ARMIS reports, including ARMIS Report 43-02.  The FCC also relieved Qwest of the obligation to file a Cost Allocation Manual (CAM) with the FCC after 2008.

4. Consistent with Decision No. C08-0081, the Parties met to discuss Qwest’s continuing reporting obligations.  Based on these discussions, the Parties have not only concluded that Qwest should not be required to file some of the ARMIS schedules with this Commission, but that Qwest should also be permitted to eliminate the requirement that it file a monthly report of unadjusted separated results of operations.

5. The Parties recommend adoption of the modifications to Qwest’s monthly and annual reporting requirements listed in paragraph 7 of the petition, through the granting of the various waivers and variances.  ARMIS Reports 43-02 and 43-08, as well as the FCC CAM are the major documents impacted by the granting of these waivers and variances.  

6. As a result of this agreement, Qwest’s annual report requirement would be items 1 through 29 as listed in paragraph 9 of the petition.

7. The Parties propose that the requirements listed in paragraph 9 of the petition should be adopted as Qwest’s ongoing reporting obligations and that any future modifications thereto be addressed through written agreements filed in the annual report administrative docket which is established annually for Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILECs).

8. Qwest requests that the Commission grant the variances and waivers described in paragraph 7 on an expedited basis so that the requested waivers and variances from the annual reporting requirements be effective starting with the 2008 Annual Report due to the Commission no later than April 30, 2009.  Qwest also requests that these variances and waivers be granted on a permanent basis.

9. Qwest, in its Petition, also represents that the OCC has been consulted concerning these changes and affirmatively states that it does not disagree with the conclusions reached in paragraphs 6 through 10 of the petition.

B. Discussion

10. The petition is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

11. The requested waivers and variances were arrived at through meetings with Staff and the OCC.

12. We find that the information described in the petition is no longer required to monitor Qwest’s operations given Qwest’s current manner of regulation.

13. Now being fully advised in the matter, we find that good cause has been stated for the granting of the variances and waivers described in paragraph 7 of the petition, on an expedited basis so that the requested waivers and variances from the annual reporting requirements will be effective starting with the 2008 Annual Report due to the Commission no later than April 30, 2009. 

14. We find that the requested variances and waivers will be granted on a permanent basis.

15. We find that Qwest’s ongoing annual reporting requirements will be established as set forth in paragraph 9 of the petition

16. We find that providing any future modification to Qwest’s ongoing annual reporting requirements will be addressed through written agreements filed in the annual report administrative docket that is established annually for ILECs.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The petition filed by Qwest Corporation for Waiver and Variance is granted on an expedited basis with the conditions discussed above.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 15, 2009.
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