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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On February 18, 2009, Bryan Harrach, doing business as Prince St Shuttle (Prince St Shuttle), filed an application for emergency temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers in call-and-demand limousine service and taxi service along a route beginning at the Littleton Light Rail Station, Littleton, Colorado; thence north on Prince Street to its intersection with Santa Fe Drive; thence north on Santa Fe Driver to its intersection with West Chenango Street; thence south on Santa Fe Drive to its intersection with Prince Street; thence south on Prince Street to the Littleton Light Rail Station.

2. Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab and/or Boulder Yellow Cab (Yellow Cab), filed an intervention opposing the grant of this application.
3. Yellow Cab may, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 2378 & I, provide taxi service between all points within 16 miles of the intersection of 16th Street and Champa Street, Denver, Colorado.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."  Section 40-6-120(4), C.R.S., further states:  “If the Commission is of the opinion that an emergency exists, it may issue temporary authority or approval at once making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval shall expire no later than thirty days after it was issued.”

5. In its application, Prince St Shuttle must show that an emergency exists, and also must demonstrate two things: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the proposed transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Prince St Shuttle fails to meet either criterion, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. Mr. Bryan Harrach, the owner of Prince St Shuttle, submitted a letter in support of this application.  In this letter, Mr. Harrach states as follows:

I would like to start a shuttle service for the residents of the women’s halfway house on West Chenango, one block west of Santa Fe Boulevard.  The shuttle will run to the Littleton Light Rail.  As a current driver for Yellow Cab, I have given several rides to women from the halfway house.  The fare was $6.00.  If they took the cab from the residence to the Light Rail and back it would cost $60.00 per week.  None of the women can afford that, so most of the time they walk, even in inclement weather.

7. No other letters of support were submitted with this application.

C. Conclusions

8. Without any information from the potential passengers who may use this proposed service, the Commission cannot determine whether an immediate and urgent need exists for the proposed service or whether Yellow Cab or any other carrier authorized to serve all or part of the proposed territory is capable of meeting this need.  Therefore, the Commission finds that Prince St Shuttle has not met the requirements set forth in § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., to obtain emergency temporary authority.  

9. We find that this application for emergency temporary authority is not in the public interest.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for emergency temporary authority filed by Bryan  Harrach, doing business as Prince St Shuttle, is denied.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
March 4, 2009.
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