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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application of Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) for Approval of its Gas Price Volatility Mitigation (GPVM) Plan for its Gas Utility Operations for the Gas Purchase Year July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 (Application).  The Application was filed on January 16, 2009.

2. This Order addresses three items related to Public Service’s Gas Department GPVM Plan:  (1) Public Service’s request that the Commission accept its application one day out-of-time; (2) the completeness of the Application; and (3) the request to shorten response time related to two motions set forth in Public Service’s February 9, 2009 pleading.

3. On January 16, 2009, Public Service filed its July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 GPVM Plan.  The Gas Department GPVM Plan details the circumstances under which Public Service plans to use natural gas storage, fixed price contracts, and Commission-authorized financial instruments in hedging natural gas prices as part of its portfolio for acquiring natural gas supplies for its Colorado utility operations for the upcoming Gas Purchase Year.

4. Within its Application, Public Service requested that the Commission accept the application one day out-of-time.  Public Service represents that additional time was necessary to prepare the public versions of the GPVM Plan and all of the schedules, approval forms, and related attachments, which in previous years had been filed only as Highly Confidential material.  Public Service notes that the one-day delay in filing this Application does not shorten the ten-day notice period or cause any delays in the procedural dates that would otherwise be applicable under the agreed-to schedule pursuant to the directives established in Docket Nos. 02A-267G (Decision No. C04-1112) and 05A-024G (Decision No. C05-0333).  Public Service further represents that no party will be prejudiced by the requested one-day delay.  This request states good cause and will be granted.

5. The Commission noticed the filing of the application on January 20, 2009 and established the intervention period.

6. On January 30, 2009, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) timely filed its Notice of Intervention of Right and requested a hearing.

7. On February 2, 2009, Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely filed its Notice of Intervention and requested a hearing.

8. The parties in this proceeding are Public Service, Staff, and the OCC.

9. On February 9, 2009, Public Service filed a response objecting to Staff’s and OCC’s requests for hearing that was combined with two motions:  (1) motion to limit scope of this proceeding; and (2) motion for a one-year extension of the procedures established by Decision No. C04-1112 in Docket No. 02A-267G for Commission review and approval of Public Service’s GPVM Plan) and a request for shortened response time.

10. Because responses to notices of intervention by right are discouraged, the Commission treats the response to the requests for hearing as additional background information in support of the two motions.

11. As explained by Public Service, GPVM Plan applications filed pursuant to the procedures established by Decision No. C04-1112 in Docket No. 02A-267G are to be processed expeditiously with the goal that the Commission’s decision on the application be issued in mid-March.  Consistent with the expedited treatment typically afforded Public Service’s GPVM applications, Public Service requests that the Commission shorten response time to its two motions set forth in its February 9, 2009 pleading.  Good cause having been stated, the Commission will grant shortened response time as set forth below.

12. The Commission will address all other aspects of Public Service’s Application, including the requests for hearing, at a future weekly meeting.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on January 16, 2009 for approval its Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan for its Gas Utility Operations for the Gas Purchase Year July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 is deemed complete. 

2. The request by Public Service for leave to file its application one day out-of-time is granted.

3. The notices of intervention of right filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Staff of the Commission are accepted.

4. Response time to Public Service’s February 9, 2009 (1) motion to limit scope of this proceeding, and (2) motion for a one-year extension of the procedures established by Decision No. C04-1112 in Docket No. 02A-267G for Commission review and approval of Public Service’s GPVM Plan are shortened.  Responses are due on or before Wednesday, February 18, 2009.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 11, 2009.
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