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C09-0118Decision No. C09-0118
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

09M-028TDOCKET NO. 09M-028T
IN THE MATTER OF ADJUSTMENT TO THE MONTHLY SURCHARGE FOR PROVIDING TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELAY SERVICES FOR DISABLED TELEPHONE USERS.
ORDER AUTHORIZING TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOCAL EXCHANGE PROVIDERS TO INCREASE THE RATE (UNIFORM CHARGE) ASSOCIATED WITH THE COLORADO TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELAY SERVICES FOR DISABLED TELEPHONE USERS PROGRAM ON NOT LESS THAN FIVE DAYS’ NOTICE
Mailed Date:  February 6, 2009
Adopted Date:  February 4, 2009

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On January 27, 2009, the Commission issued Decision No. C09-0080 and served each local exchange provider with a copy of that decision.

2. By Decision No. C09-0080, the Commission determined that it is necessary to increase the uniform charge imposed upon each business and residential access line to fund the Colorado Telecommunications Relay Services for Disabled Telephone Users Program from 7 cents per access line per month to 12 cents per access line per month to comply with the requirements of § 40-17-103(3), C.R.S.  See Decision No. C09-0080, Ordering Paragraph 1.  Further, the Commission established the requirements associated with the “Colorado Telecommunications Relay Service Surcharge” form and the contents of applicable subscriber's bills.

3. However, Decision No. C09-0080 did not address the requirement that all telecommunications local exchange providers with tariffs on file and in effect setting forth the old rate of 7 cents per access line per month must also update their respective tariffs to reflect the newly authorized uniform charge of 12 cents per access line per month.  This Order addresses the requirement.

4. The Commission finds that the tariff sheets that must be filed in connection with this docket are in the nature of a compliance filing and, therefore, the Commission may authorize less than the full 30 days’ notice of this rate change under its authority set forth at § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S.  

5. The Commission finds that a notice period of not less than five days’ notice is sufficient for the increase in the uniform charge associated with the Colorado Telecommunications Relay Services for Disabled Telephone Users Program.

6. In accordance with the terms of Decision No. C09-0080, these tariff sheets shall have an effective date of March 1, 2009.

7. In submitting their respective advice letters and accompanying tariff sheets, each telecommunications local exchange provider that must update its tariff sheets shall identify this Order (Decision No. C09-0118) on the advice letter and tariff sheet as the Commission decision authorizing the rate change.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Each telecommunications local exchange provider that must update its tariffs to show the increased uniform charge to be imposed upon each business and residential access line to fund the Colorado Telecommunications Relay Services for Disabled Telephone Users Program (i.e., the 12 cents per access line per month) is authorized to file an advice letter and accompanying tariffs sheets on not less than five days’ notice.

2. In accordance with the March 1, 2009 effective date established by Decision No. C09-0080 and Ordering Paragraph 1 above, February 23, 2009, is the deadline for submitting the advice letter and accompanying tariff sheets setting forth the new uniform charge for the “Colorado Telecommunications Relay Service Fund.”
3. To ensure proper processing of a timely filed advice letter and accompanying tariff sheets, the advice letter and tariff sheets must identify this Order (Decision No. C09-0118) as the Commission decision authorizing the rate change.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 21, 2009.
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