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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission to consider setting a comment period for interested persons to respond to the concept paper attached to this Decision.  The concept paper will then be used to draft proposed emergency rules.  As the concept paper outlines, we anticipate that these emergency rules will address issues concerning the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application process for the building of transmission facilities, found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3102 and 3206.  

2. Specifically, we address, among other transmission issues:  1) the definition of the “ordinary course of business” as that phrase is used in 4 CCR 723-3-3102(a); 2) required transmission system studies; 3) guidance for electromagnetic field and audible corona noise; 4) land use zoning information; and 5) other information required to be filed with a CPCN application. 

3. We request written comments on these issues from interested stakeholders by February 4, 2009.  Our goal is to issue emergency rules at our weekly meeting on February 11, 2009.  Interested persons need not limit their comments to the ideas expressed in the concept paper but may also suggest additional changes that may be appropriate for our emergency rule.  In the near future, we intend to undertake a permanent rulemaking proceeding that will encompass a broader set of policies concerning transmission planning.  We encourage interested persons to submit redline rule language to the extent possible. 

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments and redline rule language regarding the concept paper for emergency transmission rules attached to this Decision on or before February 4, 2009.  

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 28, 2009.
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