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Proposed Emergency Rules For

 Electric transmission Lines

The emergency rules will initially mainly affect 4 Colorado Code of Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3102 Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity for Facilities and 4 CCR 723-3-3206 Construction or Extension of Transmission Facilities.  Both of these sections have similar language and the additional language will be codified in the appropriate places as part of the rules.  Proposed additions to Commission rules in an emergency rulemaking are as follows:

1. Transmission facilities not needing a certificate of public convenience and 

      necessity (CPCN) are considered to be “in the normal course of business.”  A separate and clear meaning/definition of what this statement means would include statements such as:  Distribution facilities are considered in the normal course of business.  For Rural Electric Associations and Municipals, transmission facilities are considered in the normal course of business if they are constructed within their service territory.  Uprates (minor fixes such as adding towers to raise the conductor or only replacing the conductor) of transmission facilities are considered in the normal course of business.  A transmission line less than 230kV that connects to a substation with a distribution voltage should be considered in the normal course of business.  Land purchased to expand the size of an existing substation should be considered in the normal course of business.
2. For transmission facilities constructed in the normal course of business, by default      shall be built to meet the prudent avoidance rules for EMF, 4 Colorado Code of Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3102(d) and 3206(d), and meet the noise state standards found in C.R.S. § 25-12-103(1) as it pertains to residential zones this is a maximum of 50 dB(A) at a distance 25 feet from the edge of the ROW.

3. The following guidelines will be used to determine when a transmission project requires a CPCN determination: a) If the transmission project, including substations and switching stations, affects the reliability of the bulk power transmission system of the State of Colorado; b) If a transmission line begins/ends in Colorado but terminates outside the state of Colorado; c) If a transmission line interconnects with another utility; d) If the transmission project is jointly owned with others; e) If a transmission line is over 35 miles long; f) If a transmission line is 230kV and higher in voltage; g) If the transmission project cost is higher than $7.0 million; h) If a transmission line traverses environmentally/politically sensitive areas; i) If the transmission project is the first of its kind in the area; j) How the project addresses/mitigates EMF and corona noise; k) How the project fits in with future planning transmission needs.
4. The utility will file with its CPCN application, any and all short-term (<10 years) and long-term (20-40 years) transmission system planning studies it has performed corresponding to the specific transmission project it seeks CPCN approval from the Commission.  Studies shall include, but are not limited to, steady-state power flow studies, stability studies when necessary, and fault/short circuit studies when necessary.

5. The utility will file with its CPCN application, documentation it has received from any subregional (Colorado Coordinated Planning Group), regional planning groups (WestConnect), and the Western Electricity Coordinating Council/Transmission Expansion Planning Policy Committee approving the proposed plan and project corresponding to the system planning study.
6. The utility will file with its CPCN application, EMF and audible corona noise studies consistent with the above study results and that meet the standards found in C.R.S. § 25-12-103(1) and 4 CCR 723-3-3102(d) and 3206(d).  These EMF and corona noise studies shall be submitted for the ultimate construction plan of the transmission facility for which the utility seeks CPCN approval. 

7. The utility will file with its CPCN application, detailed land zoning, land use, and relevant land use information along the entire corridor to which this CPCN application applies.  This information will completely inform the Commission so appropriate decisions can be made with regard to the audible noise statute C.R.S. § 25-12-103(1).    
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