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I. STATEMENT

1. On November 14, 2008, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1522-Electric, along with pre-filed testimony and exhibits in support of the Advice Letter.  

2. By Decision No. C08-1260, the matter was referred to an administrative law judge for preparation of an initial Commission decision, along with procedural guidelines.
By Decision No. R08-1274-I, response time to requests for intervention was shortened to three business days.  

On December 18, 2008, the Motion to Intervene of the Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA) and Request for Hearing was filed.  CIEA is a nonprofit corporation and trade association of independent power producers authorized to conduct business in Colorado.  As part of this filing, Public Service seeks to treat power purchase agreements as imputed debt for purposes of its cost of capital analysis.  In Docket No. 07A-447E, the Commission stated that it would be appropriate to examine the issue of imputed debt in a ratemaking proceeding, such as the present case.  See Decision No. C08-0929, Docket No. 07A-447E at 47, ¶ 146.  Accordingly, this docket will substantially affect the pecuniary or tangible interests of the members of CIEA that will not be adequately represented by any other party.

On December 18, 2008, the Motion to Intervene of Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) and Request for Hearing was filed.  CEC is an unincorporated association authorized to conduct business in Colorado.  All of the members of CEC operate facilities within the service territory of Public Service from which they purchase electricity and related energy services.  Matters within the scope of the application will have a direct and substantial impact on the rates and charges imposed by Public Service for electricity to members of CEC.  Accordingly, this docket will substantially affect pecuniary or tangible interests of its members that will not be adequately represented by any other party.

3. On December 19, 2008, the Petition to Intervene of Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, LP (CF&I) was filed.  Climax operates the Climax and Henderson molybdenum mines and related facilities near Leadville and Empire, Colorado, respectively.  Climax receives electric service from Public Service at its respective facilities and is among its largest electric customers.  Matters within the scope of the application will have a direct and substantial impact on the rates and charges imposed by Public Service for electricity.  This docket will directly and substantially affect pecuniary or tangible interests of Climax that will not be adequately represented by any other party.  

4. CF&I, doing business as Rocky Mountain Steel Mills, operates a steel manufacturing and fabrication plant and related facilities in Pueblo, Colorado.  CF&I receives electric service from Public Service at its facilities and is Public Service’s largest retail electric customer.  Matters within the scope of the application will have a direct and substantial impact on the rates and charges imposed by Public Service for electricity.  Accordingly, this docket will directly and substantially affect pecuniary or tangible interests that will not be adequately represented by any other party.

5. On December 23, 2008, the Petition for Leave to Intervene of Western Resource Advocates (WRA) was filed.  WRA is a regional environment policy center serving states within the interior West of the United States.  WRA advocates for a Western electric system that will lower electricity costs, refuse economic risks and protects the environment through the expanded use of energy efficiency, renewable energy resources, and other clean energy technologies.  WRA is headquartered in Colorado and has board members, staff, donors, and supporters who live in Colorado and are customers of Public Service.  WRA contends that it will be impacted by proposed modifications to the General Rate Schedule Adjustment rider applicable to all electric base rates and corresponding changes to the Transportation Cost Adjustment rider.  WRA notes that environmental compliance costs, rate design, and policies to promote innovative clean energy technologies and efficiency are potentially at issue in the docket.  WRA contends that it will be directly and substantially affected by the outcome of this proceeding in regard to its interest in promoting environmentally and economically sound electricity ratemaking and energy policy.  Such interests will not be adequately represented by any other party.

6. On December 24, 2008, the Petition to Intervene of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) was filed. Black Hills is an electric public utility operating pursuant to certificates and authority issued by this Commission.  Public Service proposes revisions to the General Rate Schedule Adjustment rider and Transportation Cost Adjustment rider that is estimated to increase retail base rate electricity revenues.  Black Hills is a wholesale customer of Public Service pursuant to a long-term power supply agreement.  Black Hills is concerned that proposed changes will affect pecuniary or other tangible interests in the retail rates of its Colorado electric customers, specifically proposals to place in ratebase significant generation and transmission plant investments.  Such interests that will not be adequately represented by any other party.
7. Good cause, having been shown for the unopposed requests for intervention, they will be granted.
II. order

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Intervene of the Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA) and Request for Hearing filed December 18, 2008 is granted. 
2. The Motion to Intervene of Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) and Request for Hearing filed December 18, 2008 is granted.

3. The Petition to Intervene of Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, LP (CF&I) filed December 19, 2008 is granted.

4. The Petition for Leave to Intervene of Western Resource Advocates (WRA) filed December 23, 2008 is granted.

5. The Petition to Intervene of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) filed December 24, 2008 is granted.

6. CIEA, CEC, Climax, CF&I, WRA, and Black Hills, are granted Intervenor status.

7. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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