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I. statement

1. The captioned application was filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) on September 29, 2008.  The application was accompanied by Black Hills’ direct testimony and exhibits along with a request that a final Commission decision be issued in this matter within 120 days after being deemed complete.  See, 40-6-109.5 (1), C.R.S.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on September 29, 2008, through issuance of its Notice of Application Filed.

3. On October 29, 2008, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel filed an intervention in this matter.

4. On November 5, 2008, the Staff of the Commission filed its intervention in this proceeding.  On that same date the Commission deemed the application complete as of November 13, 2008, and referred this matter to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) by minute order.

5. On November 21, 2008, the parties advised the ALJ that they had reached agreement on a procedural schedule and procedures governing this case.  The agreed procedural schedule contemplates a waiver by Black Hills of the 120-day decision deadline referred to above thereby allowing the application to be processed pursuant to the 210-day decision deadline set forth in § 40-6-109.5(2), C.R.S.
  Subject only to the filing of a formal request to waive the 120-day decision deadline by Black Hills, the procedural schedule/procedures proposed by the parties is acceptable to the ALJ and will be approved by the order that follows.   

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
March 16 and 17, 2009

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250 
 

Denver, Colorado

2. The parties shall conduct a settlement conference on December 17, 2008.

3. The Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file their answer testimony, in question and answer form, and exhibits on or before January 12, 2009.

4. Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, doing business as Black Hills Energy shall file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer form, and exhibits on or before February 23, 2009.

5. The Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel shall file any desired cross-answer testimony, in question and answer form, and exhibits on or before February 23, 2009.

6. All parties shall file any desired post-hearing Statements of Position on or before March 31, 2009.

7. All pleadings, (except those containing confidential or highly confidential information), shall be served on all other parties electronically the same day they are filed with the Commission. 

8. Discovery shall be governed by Rule 1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405, with the following modifications: (a) all discovery requests, responses, and/or objections (except those containing confidential or highly confidential information) shall be served electronically; (b) data requests and notices of deposition served after 12:00 noon MST on Fridays will be deemed served the next business day; (c) parties shall serve responses or objections to discovery requests relating to direct and answer testimony/exhibits within ten calendar days after effective service of such requests; and (d) parties shall serve responses or objections to discovery requests relating to rebuttal or cross-answer testimony/exhibits within seven calendar days after effective service of such requests.

9. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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� Adoption of the 210-day deadline would require that a final Commission decision be issued in this matter on or before June 11, 2009.
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