Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R08-0773-I
Docket NoS. 08S-108G, 08A-127G


R08-0773-IDecision No. R08-0773-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

08S-108GDOCKET NO. 08S-108G
RE:  INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY SOURCEGAS DISTRIBUTION, LLC WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 228.

DOCKET NO. 08A-127G
IN THE MATTER OF THE VERIFIED JOINT APPLICATION OF SOURCEGAS DISTRIBUTION LLC AND SOURCEGAS WATTENBERG LLC FOR APPROVAL OF MERGER OF SOURCEGAS WATTENBERG LLC INTO SOURCEGAS DISTRIBUTION LLC.

interim order of
administrative law judge
G. Harris Adams
consolidating dockets
Mailed Date:  July 25, 2008
I. STATEMENT
A. Docket No. 08S-108G
1. On March 4, 2008, SourceGas Distribution filed Advice Letter No. 228 and accompanying tariff sheets, proposing to increase its non-gas base rates and charges, consolidate its five service areas into a single rate area for non-gas base rates, calculate bills on a thermal basis, and combine assets owned and operated by SourceGas Wattenberg into SourceGas Distribution's cost of service, among other changes.  By Decision No. C08-0359, the Commission suspended the proposed tariff for investigation and hearing, established the intervention period and certain other procedural dates governing this proceeding, and referred the matter to an administrative law judge (ALJ) for disposition.  This decision commenced Docket No. 08S-108G.
2. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel timely intervened of right.  

3. By Decision No. R08-0525-I, AMGas, Seminole, and Telluride were granted intervenor status.

4. A procedural schedule has been ordered in the docket and the matter is set for hearing to commence on August 11, 2008.

B. Docket No. 08A-127G
5. On April 17, 2008, SourceGas Distribution and SourceGas Wattenberg filed a Verified Joint Application seeking approval and authorization to merge SourceGas Wattenberg into SourceGas Distribution.

6. On April 25, 2008, the Commission gave public notice of the application filed in Docket No. 08A-127G.  See Notice of Application Filed.  In that notice, the Commission established a 30-day intervention period and a procedural schedule in this proceeding.  

7. Staff timely intervened of right.  Staff, SourceGas Distribution, and SourceGas Wattenberg are the only parties to Docket No. 08A-127G.  

8. By minute entry during the Commission’s weekly meeting held June 11, 2008, this matter was referred to an ALJ for disposition.

C. Motion to Consolidate
9. The undersigned ALJ informally inquired of the parties as to whether a mutually agreeable procedural scheduled might be proposed for Docket No. 08A-127G.  The parties responded by the filing of the Joint Motion to Consolidate Proceedings by Staff, SourceGas Distribution, and SourceGas Wattenberg (“Joint Movants”) on July 2, 2008.
10. Joint Movants submit that the issues raised in the Wattenberg Merger Proceeding are substantially similar to the issues concerning SourceGas Wattenberg raised in the Rate Case.  Joint Movants infer that efficiencies will be gained by consolidating the hearing on referred matters. 

11. Rule 1402 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 provides that the “Commission may, upon its own initiative or upon the motion of a party, consolidate proceedings where the issues are substantially similar and the rights of the parties will not be prejudiced.”

12. Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed request, the ALJ finds that the issues in the two dockets are substantially similar.  The ALJ further finds that consolidation of the matters that are the subjects of Docket No. 08A-127G and Docket No. 08S-108G will eliminate the possibility of inconsistent determinations with respect to common issues of fact and law addressed by common witnesses and will promote administrative efficiency.  No party will be prejudiced by consolidation. The referred matters in Docket Nos. 08A-127G and 08S-108G will be consolidated.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Docket No. 08S-108G and Docket No. 08A-127G are consolidated.  Docket No. 08S-108G is the primary docket.

2. All parties in each docket, by this Order, become parties in the consolidated proceeding.  The parties shall modify their certificates of service accordingly.

3. All docket numbers and captions in the consolidated proceeding shall be listed on all future filings, as on this Order.  The primary docket number stated in Ordering Paragraph 1 above and its caption shall appear first.

4. The filing requirements of Rule 1204 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 are modified as set forth in this Ordering Paragraph.  In this consolidated proceeding, parties shall file an original and the number of copies of all filings provided for in Commission rules under the primary docket, Docket No. 08S-108G; no copies shall be filed in the additional dockets to the consolidated proceeding.

5. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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