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I. statement

1. On April 10, 2008, Sprint Communications Company, L.P. (Sprint) filed a Petition for Arbitration (Petition) with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-2560 and § 252(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act).  The Petition requests that the Commission arbitrate certain terms and conditions for interconnection and related arrangements between Sprint and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc.

2. The Commission gave notice of the Petition on April 14, 2008.

3. On April 16, 2008, the Commission referred this matter to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge for hearing and for an Initial Commission Decision pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  See, Decision No. C08-0406.

4. Pursuant to § 252(b)(4)(C) of the Act, arbitration is to be concluded no later than nine months after the bona fide request for negotiation, which in this case is August 1, 2008.

5. Absent a mutual waiver of the nine-month deadline by the parties, the procedural schedule established in this case must ensure that this matter will be “at issue” on or before July 2, 2008.
  The proposed procedural schedule set forth in the Petition accomplishes that result and, therefore, will be adopted by this Order with only minor modifications.  In the event the parties agree to waive the nine-month deadline established by § 252(b)(4)(C) of the Act, the procedural schedule may be modified to reflect such a waiver.   

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
June 18 and 19, 2008

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250 
 

Denver, Colorado

2. CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. shall file its response to the Petition on or before May 5, 2008.

3. Sprint Communications Company, L.P. shall file its written direct testimony, in question and answer form, on or before May 16, 2008.

4. CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. shall file its written answer testimony, in question and answer form, on or before May 30, 2008.

5. Sprint Communications Company, L.P. shall file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer form, on or before June 11, 2008.

6. Sprint Communications Company L.P. and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. shall jointly file an issues matrix containing a list of all disputed issues on or before June 13, 2008.  For each issue, the issues matrix shall list the position of Sprint Communications Company, L.P. and its proposed contractual language, and the position of CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. and its proposed contractual language.

7. All pre-hearing motions shall be filed on or before June 13, 2008.  

8. Sprint Communications Company, L.P. and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. shall file any desired post-hearing Statements of Position on or before July 2, 2008.

9. In addition to “hard copy” filings, all filings required by paragraphs 2 through 8 above shall also be filed in electronic form (Microsoft Word).

10. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission shall issue its Initial Decision pursuant to § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S., in this matter on or before August 1, 2008.

11. Sprint Communications Company, L.P. and CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. shall file a transcript of the hearing of this matter no later than one day following the conclusion of the hearing.  The cost of the hearing transcript shall be shared equally by the parties.

12. All pleadings shall be served on all other parties electronically the same day they are filed with the Commission. 

13. Discovery shall be governed by Rule 1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405, with the following modification: parties shall serve discovery responses within five calendar days of a request and all discovery requests and responses shall be served electronically.

14. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DALE E. ISLEY
______________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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� The subject deadline actually expires on August 3, 2008, a Sunday.  As a result, the Commission’s Initial Decision in this matter must be issued on or before August 1, 2008.


� The proceeding will be “at issue” at the completion of the hearing or upon the submission of any desired post-hearing statements of position, whichever occurs later.
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