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I. STATEMENT

1. By Decision No. R08-0068-I, a prehearing conference was scheduled in this matter to be held on January 28, 2008. Counsel for Qwest Corporation (Qwest) and Greg Diamond, Esq. informally contacted the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) regarding the scheduled prehearing conference.  Having conferred with all parties except the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, they were authorized to request that the prehearing conference be vacated so that ongoing efforts to propose a mutually agreeable procedural schedule might be completed.  Counsel for Qwest indicated that he intended to consider the remainder of the statutory period in proposing any procedural schedule.  No party being prejudiced, and in order to provide an opportunity for the parties to work out a mutually agreeable schedule among the several parties to the proceeding, the ALJ sua sponte vacated the prehearing conference scheduled for January 28, 2008.  

2. Subsequently, the parties informally proposed a procedural schedule to govern the remainder of this proceeding.  The proposal is reasonable and will be adopted as ordered below. Qwest has agreed with the parties that it will waive the applicable statutory deadline to accommodate the proposed procedural schedule.  Qwest should make a filing with the Commission expressing such waiver.  Should such a waiver not be filed, the procedural schedule will be revisited by separate order.

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The following procedural schedule will be adopted for this proceeding:

Event
Date
Direct Testimony & Exhibits

July 2, 2008 

Answer Testimony & Exhibits
October 17, 2008 

Rebuttal/ Cross-Answer Testimony & 
Exhibits
January 16, 2009

Staff, OCC, and Intervenor Surrebuttal 
responding to Qwest
April 17, 2009
Qwest Surrebuttal 
June 17, 2009

2. Response time to written discovery shall be eight business days.  

3. There shall be a discovery moratorium from December 16, 2008 through January 16, 2009; March 17, 2008 through April 17, 2009; May 19, 2009 through June 17, 2009; and July 1, 2009 through July 22, 2009.  Without regard to when written discovery is served, response time to any written discovery shall be suspended during the discovery moratorium.
  No motion to compel discovery may be filed during the discovery moratorium.  No depositions may be scheduled to be conducted during the discovery moratorium.

4. In all other respects, discovery shall be governed by the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

5. Due to the length of the procedural schedule and the likelihood that more information will become available as to the necessary scope of hearing, the hearing will initially be set for eight business days commencing on the proposed date.  A hearing is scheduled in this docket as follows:

DATES:
July 22, 2009 through July 24, 2009 and 

July 27, 2009 through July 31, 2009

TIME:
9:00 a.m. (each day)

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado  

6. Each party shall file with the Commission an electronic copy of its testimony and exhibits on a 3.5” floppy disk or CD ROM in both the underlying executable electronic format and Adobe PDF format.
  Any stipulations or settlement agreements, along with any associated testimony or exhibits, shall also be filed electronically.

7. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
_____________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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� Qwest has agreed to provide its cost studies at the time it files its Direct Testimony.


� For example, written discovery may be served during the moratorium.  However, response time will not commence running until the expiration of the discovery moratorium.


� For purposes of this Order, executable electronic filings shall be made in the document’s underlying file format (Excel, Word, or WordPerfect, for example).  All spreadsheets should have the various cell formula or links left intact; i.e., cell formulas should not be converted to values.  To the extent exhibits cannot be provided in an executable electronic format, a listing of such exhibits should be provided identifying those that cannot be so provided.   In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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