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I. statement  
1. On October 31, 2007, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) filed a Verified Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity with Specific Findings with Respect to Electromagnetic Fields and Noise.  This filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. On November 1, 2007, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed.  The following intervened of right or were permitted to intervene:  Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; Ms. Leslie Glustrom (Glustrom); Interwest Energy Alliance; Trans-Elect Development Company, LLC (Trans-Elect); Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State); Wyoming Infrastructure Authority (WIA); and Western Resource Advocates.
  The Parties in this matter are Applicant and the Intervenors.  

3. The Commission assigned this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) but determined that it will issue an initial decision in this matter.  Decision No. C07-1097.  

4. The following Parties filed testimony in this proceeding:  Applicant (direct, supplemental direct, and rebuttal); Ms. Glustrom (answer); Tri-State (answer); and Trans-Elect and WIA, jointly (cross-answer).  

5. Based on review of the prefiled testimony, the ALJ will order Public Service to provide the following information at hearing:
  

 

(a)
The queue information provided in Mr. Stellern's Rebuttal Testimony shows information which is an update to the information contained in the queue information provided in Public Service's SB07-100 Report filed on October 31, 2007 (Report).  The queue information in the Report apparently contains all interconnection requests ever received by Public Service.  Comparing the queue information in the Report to that contained in Mr. Stellern's Rebuttal Testimony, it appears that many of the requests listed in the Report queue information have been withdrawn or that the in-service dates have passed.  This creates an apparent inconsistency between the Report queue information and Mr. Stellern's Rebuttal Testimony queue information.  To address or to remove this inconsistency so as to prevent misunderstanding of the queue information, Public Service will be ordered to provide a map (in the same format as Attachment 2 in the Report) which shows the actual queue existing at present (i.e., the following are not shown on the map:  any resource interconnection request which has been withdrawn and any resource which is in-service and interconnected).  This updated map will provide the Commission with information showing the actual resource interconnection requests existing at the present time and going forward and will allow the Commission better to assess the reasonableness of transmission plans to serve these resources in the future, including the present docket.  

 

(b)
Mr. Stellern's Direct Testimony at Exhibit No. GMS-1, page 3, states:  "The [Pawnee-Smoky Hill] Project will have no significant impact on the neighboring electrical systems including the (sic) Tri-State Generation and Transmission (TSGT), Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA), and Western Area Power Administration (WAPA)."  Public Service will be ordered to provide information (i.e., power flow studies) showing the impact of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project on the neighboring electric systems.  The requested data are necessary to address this question:  Will the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project "unload" neighboring transmission lines, thereby increasing the amount of capacity available on these neighboring electric systems so that generation resources may interconnect, and thus inject energy, throughout the entire northeast area of Zone 1?  

 

(c)
In Docket No. 07A-156E (Application of Public Service for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Midway-Waterton 345kV Transmission Project) (Waterton Project), in support of its request for reasonableness findings on projected electromagnetic field (EMF) levels and projected noise levels, Public Service provided data on the projected EMF levels and projected noise levels that met both Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3102(b)(IX) (EMF levels and prudent avoidance) and § 25-12-103, C.R.S. (noise levels).
  Given the similarities between the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project and the Waterton Project
 and the Supplemental Direct Testimony of Danny J. Pearson (see Exhibit No. DJP-26, drawings for Case 11), Public Service will be ordered to produce at hearing two ENVIRO model
 runs for the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project (i.e., the second and third sections of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project).  Run One is to use these assumptions:  (a) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line is constructed using the dual 230kV and dual 345kV transmission line conductor configuration used in the last section of the Waterton Project; (b) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line is operated at its expected ultimate construction configuration and maximum line loadings;
 and (c) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line uses dual 1272 kcmil ACSR conductor and employs reverse phasing to minimize EMF.  Run Two is to use the following assumptions:  (a) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line is constructed using the dual 230kV and dual 345kV transmission line conductor configuration used in the last section of the Waterton Project; (b) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line is operated at its expected ultimate construction configuration and maximum line loadings;
 and (c) the last 16 miles of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill transmission line uses dual 1431 kcmil ACSR conductor and employs reverse phasing to minimize EMF.  



(d)
Public Service will be ordered to provide data comparing the cost of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project as proposed to the cost of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project if the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project is constructed using the assumptions used in Run One.  



(e)
Public Service will be ordered to provide data comparing the cost of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project as proposed to the cost of the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project if the Pawnee-Smoky Hill Project is constructed using the assumptions used in Run Two.  

6. The ALJ finds that the two additional ENVIRO model runs and resulting data are necessary to implement these Commission directions:  (a) "transmission facilities [projects] should propose reverse-phasing techniques where possible and [should propose] conductor configurations that result in audible noise level that meet Colorado statutes [i.e., § 25-12-103(1), C.R.S.]" (Decision No. C07-0750 at ¶ 25); and (b) ENVIRO studies/model runs "are to be performed for the ultimate anticipated operation of the transmission corridor ... and are appropriate to determine [whether a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity] application [is] just and reasonable” (id. at ¶ 23).  

7. In addition, at the hearing, the ALJ will ask each Party for the party's definition of "beneficial energy resources," as that term is used in § 40-2-126(2)(b), C.R.S., and for the party's rationale or basis for its suggested definition.
  The Parties also must be prepared to discuss whether the Commission ought to adopt one or more of the proposed definitions.
  

8. This Order was served on the Parties electronically on February 25, 2008.  In addition, it was served on the Parties in hard copy on that same date.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Public Service Company of Colorado shall produce at hearing the information and map described and discussed above in ¶ I.5.  If the information is filed in advance of the hearing (see note 2, above), then Public Service shall provide a copy of the information directly to the Administrative Law Judge at the time the information is filed.  
2. All Parties in this proceeding shall be prepared to discuss at the hearing the following:  the definition of "beneficial energy resources," as that term is used in § 40-2-126(2)(b), C.R.S., and the other matters identified above in ¶ I.7.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
_____________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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�  Collectively, these are the Intervenors.  


�  If it wishes to do so, Public Service may file some or all of the requested  information in advance of the hearing.  If information is filed in advance of the hearing, then Public Service shall provide a copy of the submitted information directly to the ALJ at the time PSCo makes the filing.  


�  The Commission discusses these results in Decision No. C07-0750, in which it granted the Waterton Project application without a hearing.  


�  The similarities are discussed in Decision No. R08-0076-I.  


�  This is the model used by Public Service to determine projected EMF levels and projected noise levels.  


�  Based on Supplemental Direct Testimony of Danny J. Pearson at Exhibit No. DJP-26 (drawings for Case 11), this appears to be a dual 230kV and dual 345kV transmission line conductor configuration.  


�  See note 6 supra.  


�  The response may be provided by a witness or by counsel.  


�  See generally discussion in Decision No. R08-0076-I at ¶¶ 56-57.  
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