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I. STATEMENT

1. On July 5, 2007, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State or Applicant) filed an Application seeking a determination pursuant to § 29-20-108(5), C.R.S., that the conditions imposed by the Board of County Commissioners of Adams County, Colorado and by the City Council of Commerce City, Colorado in Phase II of Tri-State’s United Power System Improvement Project will unreasonably impair Tri-State’s ability to provide safe, reliable, and economical service to the public.

2. By Decision No. C07-0769, the Commission scheduled a hearing in this matter to commence on January 14, 2008.

3. By Decision No. C07-1102, the application was referred to an administrative law judge (ALJ) for disposition.

4. By Decision No. R07-0186-I, a prehearing conference was scheduled in anticipation of the scheduled hearing.  At the assigned time and place, the prehearing conference was convened.  All parties appeared and participated through counsel.  This decision memorializes the rulings made during the prehearing conference.

5. On January 7, 2008, Tri-State's Motion for Withdrawal or Disqualification of Administrative Law Judge and Request for Expedited Decision was filed.  Tri-State requested a waiver or shortening of response time given that the hearing in this docket is scheduled to begin in less than one week.

6. In light of the electronic availability of the pleading to all parties, the remaining statutory time period for issuance of a decision and the current scheduled commencement of hearing, good cause has been shown to shorten response time.  Any party desiring to file a response to Tri-State's Motion for Withdrawal or Disqualification of Administrative Law Judge and Request for Expedited Decision shall do so on or before January 11, 2008.

7. Considering the time necessary to resolve Tri-State’s motion, the scheduled hearing will be vacated.  Tri-State acknowledged consideration of the Commission’s ability to issue a decision within the current applicable statutory period in filing its motion.  Additionally, the hearing cannot proceed as scheduled in light of the pending motion.  In the event Tri-State’s motion is granted, additional time will be necessary to prepare for hearing.  In the event Tri-State’s motion is denied, an opportunity is available for immediate appeal to the Commission.  Based upon these considerations, the scheduled hearing will be vacated.

II. order

1. Response time to Tri-State's Motion for Withdrawal or Disqualification of Administrative Law Judge and Request for Expedited Decision filed January 7, 2008, is shortened to January 11, 2007. 

2. The hearing scheduled to commence in this matter on January 14, 2007, is vacated. 

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                      Administrative Law Judge
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