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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Background

1. On September 17, 2008, the Commission issued Decision No. C08-0988, opening this Docket, establishing a procedural schedule, and seeking comments.

2. As of December 19, 2008, several parties
 have filed comments in this proceeding.  Several parties also have conducted or have scheduled ex parte meetings with individual commissioners, following the “Permit-but-Disclose” process discussed in Decision No. C08-0988, to provide information concerning this docket.

As stated in Decision No. C08-1198, we envision this Investigatory Docket as a refinement process.  Our anticipated outcome of this Docket is to identify and substantiate specific regulatory and rate incentive policies that encourage desired customer actions.  In contrast it is not the objective of this Docket to adopt new policies.  Rather, we desire to: 

3. (a) clearly identify specific policies worthy of future consideration; (b) determine specific questions the Commission should examine; and (c) determine criteria the Commission should address if it decides to pursue any such policy.

4. In Decision No. C08-1198 and based upon our review of the comments received, we identified five specific policy areas that will be further investigated in this Docket:

a) Tiered (inverted block) rate design;

b) Time-of-Use rate design;

c) Rate design as a method of providing assistance to low-income customers;

d) Rate design as a method to encourage on-site renewable generation; and

e) The content and detail of current billing statements, particularly regarding rate adjustment factors.

5. On December 2, 2008, we convened a Workshop to receive comments on the questions and criteria associated with each of the policy areas that were presented in Decision No. C08-1198.  

6. We have received additional written and oral comments, both in response to Decision No. C08-1198 and during the December 2, 2008 Workshop.
  During the Workshop, many participants indicated that they intended to file formal written comments or provide supplemental information subsequent to the Workshop.  Such comments and information have been included in the record of this proceeding and posted to the Commission’s website.  We encourage all interested parties to both review the comments and materials previously submitted and to provide supplemental comments or information that may inform the Commission on these issues.   

7. We desire to accomplish the stated goals for this Docket and close this Docket before the end of February 2009.  Toward that objective, we are setting a final date for the submission of additional comments and documents for inclusion in the record.

8. We will convene one additional Workshop in this Docket.  The purpose of this Workshop is to discuss our proposed conclusions and proposed action steps regarding each of the identified policy areas.  

9. We anticipate that one of the proposed action steps will be that the same topics will be addressed in a subsequent adjudicated docket such as a rate case.  Specifically, we envision that parties in future dockets will be directed to address one or more of these policy areas, with specific proposals for implementing such policies.

10. The Commission will make available our proposed conclusions and action steps at least ten days prior to the Workshop on the Commission’s website:

 www.dora.state.co.us/puc/DocketsDecisions/HighprofileDockets/08I-420EG.htm.

11. A primary objective for the Workshop is to communicate clearly to parties how we desire to proceed in subsequent dockets.  We hope to have a dialogue with parties to clarify the wording and intent of our proposed conclusions and action steps.  Those unable to participate in the Workshop are directed to submit comments and requests for clarification in writing by 5:00 p.m. on January 22, 2009, so that such requests can be discussed during the Workshop.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Interested parties desiring to submit written comments or information in response to the December 2, 2008 Workshop discussion or in response to comments or materials previously submitted are directed to do such by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 12, 2009.

2. A Workshop on Customer Incentive policies shall be convened at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:

January 26, 2009

TIME:

9:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Hearing Room A 
 

Denver, Colorado

3. The specific purpose of the Workshop is as set forth in the above discussion.

4. Parties unable to attend the January 26, 2009 Workshop are directed to submit their requests for clarification by 5:00 p.m. on January 22, 2009.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 23, 2008.
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� In a docket such as a rulemaking or this investigatory docket, there are no “parties” in the usual sense of applicants, complainants, respondents, or intervenors.  Instead, there are “interested parties,” and it is in this sense that we use the term “party” in this order.  


� Written comments and a transcript of the Workshop are available via the Commission website, �HYPERLINK www.dora.state.co.us/puc/DocketsDecisions/HighprofileDockets/08I-420EG.htm ��www.dora.state.co.us/puc/DocketsDecisions/HighprofileDockets/08I-420EG.htm�.
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