Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C08-1335
Docket No. 08A-563BP-ETA

C08-1335Decision No. C08-1335
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

08A-563BP-ETADOCKET NO. 08A-563BP-ETA
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF GREEN RIDE CO, INC., DOING BUSINESS AS GO GREEN RIDE, FOR AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY AUTHORITY PERMIT TO OPERATE AS A CONTRACT CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE.
COMMISSION ORDER DENYING
emergency TEMPORARY AUTHORITY
Mailed Date:  December 26, 2008
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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On December 17, 2008, Green Ride Co, Inc., doing business as Go Green Ride (Green Ride) filed an application for emergency temporary authority to conduct operations as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage between:  (A) the Best Western Crossroads Inn & Conference Center, 5542 East U. S. Highway 34, in Loveland, Colorado 80537;  (B) the Candlewood Suites, 6046 East Crossroads Boulevard,  in Loveland, Colorado, 80538;  (C) the Holiday Inn Express, 1426 Oakridge Drive, in Fort Collins, Colorado, 80525;  (D) the Hilton Garden Inn Fort Collins, Colorado, 2821 East Harmony Road, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80525;  (E) the Hilton Fort Collins, 425 West Prospect, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80524; and (F) the Fort Collins Marriott, 350 East Horsetooth Road, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80525; on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, on the other hand.  This application is restricted to providing transportation services for:  (A) Best Western Crossroads Inn & Conference Center, 5542 East U. S. Highway 34, in Loveland, Colorado 80537; (B)  Candlewood Suites, 6046 East Crossroads Boulevard, in Loveland, Colorado, 80538; (C) Holiday Inn Express, 1426 Oakridge Drive, in Fort Collins, Colorado, 80525; (D) Hilton Garden Inn Fort Collins, Colorado, 2821 East Harmony Road, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80525; (E) Hilton Fort Collins, 425 West Prospect, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80524; and (F) Fort Collins Marriott, 350 East Horsetooth Road, in Fort Collins, Colorado 80525.
2. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."  Section 40-6-120(4), C.R.S., further states: "If the Commission is of the opinion that an emergency exists, it may issue emergency temporary authority or approval at once by making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval shall expire no later than thirty days after it was issued."

3. Green Ride must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an emergency need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Green Ride fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

4. Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express &/or SuperShuttle of Northern Colorado &/or SuperShuttle of Ft. Collins &/or SuperShuttle NOCO (Shamrock Charters) filed an intervention in opposition to the granting of this application.

5. Shamrock Charters may, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 49759, provide scheduled service between all points within a 13-mile radius of the intersection of Larimer County Road 32 and Larimer County Road 13 in Larimer County, Colorado, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, on the other hand; and call-and-demand limousine service between all points within a 23-mile radius of the intersection of Interstate 25 and U.S. Highway 34, Loveland, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.

6. Therefore, a geographic overlap exists between the service requested in this application and the service that Shamrock Charters may provide under CPCN PUC No. 49759.

7. The general manager or the assistant general manager of each of the six hotels named in this application submitted a letter in support of the request by Shamrock Charters for an emergency temporary authority to provide contract carrier service for the hotels.  The wording of each letter is exactly the same.

8. Each letter states:


In the hotel and hospitality industry there is a distinct and immediate requirement to provide transportation for hotel clients.


It has been our experience that we cannot consistently find convenient, timely or courteous service that meets our hospitality expectations and customer requirements.


Since we have customers requiring transportation services every day, the need for this additional service is immediate and important to the local economy.

9. However, none of the authors of the letters include any specific reference to a particular incident in which a transportation service was not available.  The authors also do not name any occasion in which an emergency need for transportation existed.

10. We find that an emergency need for the requested transportation services has not been shown to exist, and it has not been shown that no other carrier is capable of providing the service requested in this application.

11. We find this application for emergency temporary authority is not in the public interest.

12. The denial of this application creates no presumption about the final disposition of the temporary or permanent authority applications.  The temporary and permanent authority applications will be determined on the evidence presented using the statutory criteria.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for emergency temporary authority filed by Green Ride Co, Inc., doing business as Go Green Ride on December 17, 2008, is denied, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 23, 2008.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners




G:\ORDER\C08-1335_08A-563BP-ETA.doc:SRS






4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












