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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for an order scheduling comments on a proposed Universal Service Fund (USF) disaggregation plan filed by CenturyTel of Eagle (CenturyTel) on December 9, 2008.
2. On April 2, 2008, Recommended Decision No. R08-0350 found that the disaggregation methodology used by CenturyTel to disaggregate and target USF to the wire center level was not reasonably related to the cost of providing service at the wire center level.  CenturyTel was ordered immediately to halt the use of its disaggregation scheme and replace it temporarily with the methodology proposed by San Isabel Telecom, Inc. in the case.

3. The order also required CenturyTel to notify the Commission of its election of a permanent plan methodology.  CenturyTel was also required to file the plan within 90 days of a final Commission order.

4. By Decision No. C08-0873, the Commission ruled on exceptions filed by CenturyTel to the Recommended Decision.  The Commission clarified one part of the order as requested by CenturyTel, and the other exceptions were denied.  

5. On December 9, 2008, CenturyTel filed its proposed permanent plan to disaggregate and target USF in its study area pursuant to the requirements of the relevant decisions.  CenturyTel asserts that the proposed plan is consistent with the requirements of the Commission’s decision and relevant Federal Communication Commission (FCC) rules and is cost-based.

6. Now being fully advised in the matter, we are setting a schedule for parties in this case to file comments on the proposed plan.  Parties may file comments on the plan no later than January 8, 2009 and reply comments by January 22, 2009.  Parties should address whether the proposed plan is cost-based and is consistent with the orders of this Commission in this matter and the relevant rules of the FCC and this Commission.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. Comments and reply comments on CenturyTel of Eagle’s proposed disaggregation plan for Universal Service Fund are due consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 23, 2008.
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